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Teacher’s Guide
Ramah 10
11DM0-7 —M7INA

The evening and morning versions of the ﬂ';?’lN; conclude the PN13721 YW section of these services.
Some of the activities in this 7727 require students to sequence each of the blessings surrounding the
ynv. Even if they did not complete all of the N¥27 covering those blessings, they will be asked to know
this material. The information will be familiar to them, however, because the introductory activities in
N7 7-10 present and reinforce this framework to the student.

Students are not expected to master both the evening (73781 n7%X) and morning ('8 NRR) n’?m;
in their entirety. There are activities that utilize greater parts of the prayers in order to emphasize the
theme and to make the student aware of the of the blessing, but in general the 7222-°% is taught.

In this 7727 the introductory line to the 72022-7 says:
022 YUK 30 A0RPR ATV N T GNP R o g

We add Miriam’s name to the traditional version, because it is included in Mishkan T’filah, the new
Reform prayer book. The addition of her name is addressed in activity 3 of the ﬂ'?mﬂ *727 section.

Objectives

The students will be able to:

1. Read the three-line poem of the 72%2-7 with no errors.

2. Read the remainder of the evening and morning 7913 with no more than three errors each.
3. Chant both versions fluently, individually or with a friend.
4

. Translate the following roots, and find the words in the prayers that contain them: 5-R-3,
n-2-¥, 7-n-8, 7-7-0 (new), 2-7-n, and 1-¥-Y (review).
5. Identify and translate occurrences and forms of the preposition 2 (and its prefix forms of
. .Dand. . .D) in the 72M2-"n.
6. Identify words with the third-person plural past-tense ending 1.
7. Correctly group the evening and morning blessings that surround the ¥2% and D27X1. (evening:
IR MR/ D21y nIOR / D37y 279R; morning: 1¥N K / 727 AR /R D)

8. View the 12021 in the Torah (English and Hebrew) and explain how biblical poems differ
from prose. (They look different, they are often thought to be older, etc.)

9. Recall the significance of the 212-"1 in the Exodus story and Miriam’s role in its creation.
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10. Examine God’s role as Redeemer and Doer of wonders.
11. List “miracles and wonders” for which we should praise God today.
12. Express personal beliefs regarding how a “wonder” or “miracle” could happen.

13. Create a prayer of “great joy” praising God for blessings and wonders that we experience in
our time.

Additional Supplies

MIPA Activity 3: scissors and glue
MR*P Activities 3 and 4: listening center
MR*P Activity 5: scissors and an envelope to store cutouts

o IR Activity 3: scissors and envelope to store flashcards

Flashcards

Teachers can copy the following pages on card stock for each student.

* If your students are keeping a flashcard milon, they will use the cards in each 1727 to build
amilon. (See p. 12 of Teacher’s Guide Introduction Packet under “Student Materials: Milon” for
description.) You may notice that you begin to get duplicate words, because N7 sometimes
repeat vocabulary. This is intentional, since each school has the option of choosing which nin3
to cover. What may be a duplicate for one school will be a first-time vocabulary word for anoth-
er. Just advise your students to discard any flashcards that are duplicates.

* If your students are keeping a machberet milon, they can use the pages as flashcards to
review and drill vocabulary.
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truth

like or as who

glorious = awesome

a wonder,  great,
miracle much




Y

arale

Root

TN

Root

>-R-




Cut apart the words

song

oy,

happiness
praise praises
Root Root
say praise
Root Root
redeem, save,| redeem or

deliver

release



Root Root

T--v | 9-5-n

Prefix Suffix

.. WD or -
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Root

rule or
reign

Root

do or
make

™ Makes a
root past
tense

Prefix

ike or
as
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Student Date

17an
Ramah 10 71272-"7 —17X3

1. The y»¥ is surrounded by three blessings. The 733 is blessing number

2. Where is the 119%2-"» poem originally found?

3. How do we know that the 12%2-"% is a poem?

4. The 1972-1n—PR3 tells us about what Jewish historical event?

5. What is the “theme” of the 173?

6. On the Hebrew text of the 22~ —nPI):

e Put an X on one example of the prefix that means “like.”

Circle three examples of the suffix that makes a word past tense for “they.”

Mark which blessing is the morning version and which is the evening version.

Underline words or phrases in the f1212-"2 —191R3 that communicate its theme (accord-
ing to your answer to question 5).

7. Below are 2% (roots). Next to each root write its general meaning, and give one example
of a word in the 19%2- —P1R3 that contains that root.

Word Meaning Root
from the prayer

TR

B-N-2
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Word Meaning Root

from the prayer
m-2-v
5-5-1

8. Write the number of the Hebrew word in the space next to the matching English translation.
(There is an extra English word.)

o ypial with great joy
n"?r_r:;\ N7 2 a new song
NPD Ry 3 Adonai will rule
727 ane2 4 before saying
oy M 5 splitting sea
nwIn Y 6 Redeemer of Israel
bgjtw_ vR 7 awesome in praises
PRI oX3 8 doing wonders
Holy One of Israel

9. In the Torah, God split the Red Sea. Today we see God’s power by (or in):

10. I would describe a wonder (or miracle) as:

Ramah 10-12 10




1121271 — 1PN
bgj{w_ 321 D0 wn.

ju—

n2 AmEw: Y ouy 7.
‘oD 1IN .

Mo ZONT TDRD-" .
DIR2 TINE ToEE R
N7 TPh Toom N7
TR W] Mot

Q1 AYn ’JD'? Q yvﬁa.

© o u e W ok W o

AR WY PR 1.

Y PR Tont M .10
APY-NR TN 77D 0D NI .11
e pmoTn RN 12

BRI BRy » AR T2 .13

F1DMD-" —T1PINY

PRI %321 DY NYn .

131 AnRw2 APY uy T
oD TN

Mo EPNT TonD-m
IR TINE TP R
N5 b STonn N7
DUPIN) MY AW A
B NRY-0y T

AR HD’II??:JU] 179 D’?D .

mHy g o M.
SR nAMy2 A SR k.
DRIYN AT NI 70

PRI WiTp Y niNae 7 ENG

ORI ORYnAR 2.
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ANSWER SHEET

17an
Ramah 10 71272-"7 —17X3

1. The ym¥ is surrounded by three blessings. The PR3 is blessing number 3
EVENING MORNING
jeRk
A7y 207y Blessing 1~ 7iX 3i
o%%y nanN Blessing 2 7127 120K

) & yuv

MIMR) NMER—APRA Blessing 3 2087 nmR —1PING

2. Where is the 12%2-"% poem originally found? In the Torah—the Book of Exodus.

3. How do we know that the 712%2-"% is a poem? In the Torah it is written in phrases of a

broken pattern rather than in straight, even columns. The pattern with spaces between the

verses is the way poems and songs are written in ancient texts.

4. The 129m9-"2 —nPIR} tells us about what Jewish historical event? It tells us about the Israelites

crossing the Red Sea. The answer can also include the idea of the “miracle” of God

opening the sea, thereby saving the Israelites from the Egyptians.

5. What is the “theme” of the 7733? Redemption—God saving the Jewish people.

6. On the Hebrew text of the 1219~ —1PIR3:

e Put an X on one example of the prefix that means “like.”

Circle three examples of the suffix that makes a word past tense for “they.”

Mark which blessing is the morning version and which is the evening version.

Underline words or phrases in the 72%2-"% —ﬂ’?ﬂ&; that communicate its theme (accord-
ing to your answer to question 5).
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7. Below are @ (roots). Next to each root write its general meaning, and give one example
of a word in the 12702-"n —n’zm; that contains that root.

Word .
Meaning Root
from the prayer
TIRT R say T-n-N
D9IR) MoND DX R redeem, save, deliver P-R-3
naY praise n-2-v
19701 Tore qnIobn rule, reign o>-5-1

8. Write the number of the Hebrew word in the space next to the matching English translation.
(There is an extra English word.)

2 ypial 4 with great joy
nbrm N7 2 6 a new song
NPD Py 3 o Adonai will rule
727 o2 4 before saying
oy M 5 1 splitting sea
nwIn Y 6 8 Redeemer of Israel
’?ij:v’_ vR 7 2 awesome in praises
PRI oXa 8 3 doing wonders
7

Holy One of Israel
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9. In the Torah, God split the Red Sea. Today we see God’s power by (or in):  This is an

individual answer. It should be thoughtful. The point of asking this and the next question is

to help the student relate personally to the theme of the prayer. Ultimately, we hope to
encourage a personal sense of wonder and faith in each student.

10. T would describe a wonder (or miracle) as:  This, too, should be an individual, thoughtful

answer. Some answers Wwill recognize the wonder in the everyday, such as birth and the

regularity of natural cycles. Others will mention incidents that break the order of nature or

great achievements of humanity, such as space travel or the establishment of the State of
Israel.
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Evening Version
1121271 — 1PN

737 nwa ATV hy TP
TP TN

2 EINT DR .
IR TN PR
N5 TPh Toam N7
T3 (W7 9mon.

T Awe C0? 0 ypia
oy hay o

S S Ut e W D

8
9

MY bR Tont M .10

APY DR AN TTD 0D NI .11

A pmoTn HRN L2

DRI SRy Y APAR M2 .13

Morning Version
F1DMD-" —T17IN
77?5:1?:27’_ 321 DO YR

137 AR Y By T
0D 1Y
A HeN3 TYEEoR .

foTRa INE ook n

NPD TPY SToom NI
oWy MY YT ATy

27 NEY-0y Twh

AR Pronm TR gby M

17y SR o mi
1?:5-71?;9_ nAya anp ,773:‘?7’- "2
PRI AT I 7D

DRI Wit MY niNag 7 N .

ORI PR3 AR M2
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This completes the study of the service section called the U‘.{jﬁ:"j?’l 3??;@’.
« Use your Prayer Map to help you review the order of the blessings
before and after the ¥V .
= Cut out the names of the blessings at the bottom of the page.
+ Glue the blessings into the correct box in the grid of the evening and
morning services.

Evening Service
R

OPENING
We are “called” to worship 1972
together. R
BLESSING 1
Theme: God is the %27y 2y
Creator. o L
BLESSING 2
Theme: God shows us the DLﬂy n;;jg 21 n:l_ g
way by giving us Torah. 8 : & Ei
Theme: h dl ;
oyt 7 pAIa YU DI & YOO
BLESSING 3
Theme: God redeems  FTITAR] MMAN~TTPING  27%7) MAR=T7IX3
(saves) us. G L. B I T T |

Ramah 10-12 17



The column on the left, #1, is the way most of the Torah is writ-
ten. The column on the right, #2, is what a poem or a song looks
like in the Torah. Scholars believe that the poems and songs in our
Bible are the most ancient of the writings. What'’s the difference
between columns #1 and #2?

The common column, on the left, has solid writing so that it makes a

neat, straight column. On the right column there is space within the

verses. It creates a different kind of pattern.

2 Column #2 contains the 7902 1. Find it and circle it.

mgvs

oz IEe T &0 waes tmma
Mo ORI mEmDUR TN

(o'wp sToom X2 T7p= 74NS D)
TP R mapan M s (NS
mi“oN = sfomd RS ted Ten=
om e oomb nb e
giox Toras N ey "= NN
13t e mathNe N2 R IR
i "= o

3 The Israelites sang the Song of the Sea after they crossed the Red Sea. With
Moses and Miriam leading them, they sang a song of thanksgiving to God.

1. What were they praising God for? For saving them from the Egyptian army

and for bringing them safely across the Red Sea. God delivered them to safety.

2. Use your '[1'??3 to find out what u'l‘;?ﬂRBQ means. (Hint: Look at the

“Roots” section.) Why is this prayer called n‘gaxgz ?I‘?’IRE} means
“redemption” or “being saved.” The -'l'.jh:;"-‘?; is part of a prayer called

nbm because it tells about God redeeming the Jewish people from slavery

and saving them from the hands of the Egyptian army.
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Compare the evening and morning versions (in Hebrew and
English) on the previous page. Highlight the parts of the blessings
that are the same. (See next page for answers.)

The Tl.:j?J?"’?_J is the end of a long blessing. Long blessings:

e sometimes, but not always, begin with the phrase
o1y 7R WP 2 ANK 2.

e are more than one sentence.

* always end with a sentence that begins ?? /IR T173. This sen-

tence is called the 71’1, the signature or closing. The words

of the closing let you know what the theme, or the main idea,

of the prayer is.

The evening and morning 119M2™1 have the same 712°N1. Circle
them. Use your ]1'??; and translate the 17" here:

Blessed are You, Adonai, Redeemer of Israel. (or: who redeemed

Israel.)

3 The theme of these blessings is redemption or how God saves the
Jewish people. In each service these blessings are called the ?T';?’IR%.
What is the W']_v (root) of the word s'l';?’m%?

5-X-3

What does it mean?

Save or redeem

)=, ACTIVITY 1 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE

Mitkadem Ramah 10 » Written by Cheri Ellowitz Silver » Artwaork by Mira Scharf » Designed by Itzhack Shelomi » Copyright © 2004 by URI Press » www.urjpress.com
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9N N=nPINg

Recited during the 2°7 1Y (evening) service

= 2

wn

6.
. Your children saw Your sovereignty

12.

SR 321 0 M
N2 AR APV Y A7 2
092 1K) 3

2 BoNT SR 4
WP TN AN M 5
NPE aPD sfonn R
T WY A
o 2307 07 ypia s

AMRY WY PO ] 9

r) E9P T Mo
pYTIR M 77D 03 MR
A0 P TR 1oRA.1
(o7 %3 2 DX T12.13)

. Moses and Miriam and the Children of

Israel

. answered You (God) with great joy,
. and they all said:

. Who is like You, Adonai, among all the gods

that are worshiped?

. Who is like You, glorious in

holiness,

awesome in praises, doing wonders?

. when You split the sea before Moses;

. “This is my God!” they answered and said:
10.
11.

“Adonai will rule forever and ever!”

And it is written: For Adonai has released
Jacob,

and (God) redeemed him from those who
were more powerful.

. Blessed are You, Adonai, Redeemer of Israel.

IR n=PIN

Recited during the N> (morning) service

PRI °321 o YN
127 M2 ATV Y 77
072 1MWK 3

2 ERNT TR 4
B7p3 VINE 90D R s
NP5 Db sTomm N 6
DRI MY TP T 7
0% NR-PY Yy s

AVARY 12720 1790 092 I 9
M1 god T Mmoo

o

DX Ny P ORI MR .1

2X) T TR IR0

SR WP inY NIN2Y 0 ADKA .13

= b e =

o

(P72 283 22 70K 214

. Moses and Miriam and the Children of Israel
. answered You (God) with great joy,
. and they all said:

. Who is like You, Adonai, among all the gods

that are worshiped?

. Who is like You, glorious in holiness,

. awesome in praises, doing wonders?

7. With a new song the redeemed praised

10.
11.
12.

13.

. Your name at the shore of the sea;
. together they all gave thanks and recognized

Your sovereignty, and they said:
“Adonai will rule forever and ever!”
Rock of Israel, rise up in aid to Israel,

and release Judah and Israel as You
promised.

Our Redeemer, Adonai Tz'vaot is God'’s
name, Israel’s Holy One.

. Blessed are You, Adonai, Redeemer of Israel.
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"9,
ANSWERS TO: GETTING AT THE Roor) >

oo, %0,
B 2,y
2 N

redeem, save, deliver 9=R=%

In both the evening and the morning ?T'?WR;}, two DWW (roots) appear
several times. Use your '[1'??._‘} to find their meanings.

redeem, release [1"7"9

1 circle any words that you find in both blessings that have the roots '?'R'J and

177D (reminder: when a 11 is the last letter of a root, sometimes it disappears).

2 Another root that occurs several times is D"?'?J‘ What does it mean?

rule

Put a box around words in both blessings for which the w"jw‘ is 275 n.

Morning Blessing: 2°%”] N?JR"J'II?'INJ
W7 O7R) 1903) 2%7) My
JIIR R AAKY TR RIT AR DR
Y(oRi3 720 U2 PR Py P
~ AR > (Ipox3oTIEen
(o19)orTy mam
X7 3 O g

Vowels can
come between
the root letters

2N 09K TIRTn
TIP3 TR 1902
\ 728D gy b X1

The ONLY

letter that can

DRI TYIN N7
between root ¥ b k] .
letters is ey glolvated el v

AR 127 1750 0P T
17y 09| 5om [
SR NY2 MNP PR M

PR AP RIS

PR wiTR 0w Nikgy »
PR (o83) s T

Evening Blessing: 137K NMR=117IX3

ATDY OOP) NNTTDD NN MR

WIIRY NPT PRY AR 0 R 0D

Vowels can

Jny xR0
oot o ~Lr95m|m(aTiEn

EPEYR702 722K
‘?t;'fl';t?‘_’ ’321 nga

1,121 A3 Y Y T 093 TIRN) 120 AMR3 Y 1Y 7

PV DK 1R

TIP3 TR 02 R

7XPD Mgy 7D X7

732 X7 05N

YR 97 O ypia

AR VY POX ]

Ty O9Y?| For M
APy R M (77D)°2 MR

3 prp TR

X702 (2%2).7 O T3
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ANSWERS TO: ... MEANS “LIKE” ) 2>

The word 123 means “like” or “as.” You could say:
Torah is like a tree of life. — .01 Y¥ 03 77IA
Who is like our God? — PI°12X 1123

W Instead of using the entire word ﬁb?, the prefix .2 or .2
can also mean “like” or “as.”
Torah is like a tree of life. — .01 T¥2 Tl"fln
Who is like our God? — ?Wl’ﬂl?x; el

You might recognize the HJ"{T%{; "X prayer. Use this word list to translate
part of the ’IJ"E:I'?R; X in the blanks below.

nothingis— P our God — ﬂl’ﬁbﬁ our Lord — 1°317R
who is — 1 our ruler — -'}J‘;J'??; our deliverer — 1Y°Wn

Nothing is like our Lord _'u'!rl'rx; T!x Nothing is like our God JJ'!"";RJ 'l'!x

Nothing is like our Deliverer .'IJ}?"W'I?JD T!x Nothing is like our Ruler. "n:‘??;: "‘Jx
Who is like our Lord? ?11'!:17&; "M Who is like our God? ?'u'!n'?xj '!?;

Who is like our Deliverer? ?uy'ﬁmnj 'J?.J Who is like our Ruler? ?u:'??gj '!?_3

The word 13 can also have suffixes added to it.

23 or 11912 = like you 33 = like me
1M = like us
Translate this line from the HQ'?J;”?;. (You can use your '[1'??;.)

20, DPR2 1IN0

Who is like You, Adonal, among the gods that are worshiped?
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Use your copy of the ﬂ;j?.}?"?_i'ﬂ';?’!xé to figure out which
words go together in the blessings.

2. Write the words in the blanks together.
Use your '[1'??3 to translate each phrase.

Example: 1. -

It means 90ing (or making) wonders

2. giejak 2
It means who is like you

> P2 ™
It feans glorious in holiness

4. X ox3
It means "€deemer of Israel

> AL X7
It means 2Wesome in praises

¢ i T,
It means With great joy
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Vocabulary
) Use your 1997 and prayer sheet to:
1. Fill in missing words (English or

Hebrew).
2. Add the words to your 1177.

truth

sea o’
like, as "3
who, who is mn
glorious TN
awesome X711
a wonder, miracle N‘?D
| great, much 127
song Y
joy, happiness Y
praise Pnn
praises
Prefix :

Use your 1397 and prayer sheet

to help you write one word with this prefix.

like, as ved OF 100
i=lek= Ryl B[} 8 )

ANSWERS T0: VOCABULARY 0’71 "XIX

Roots

Using your prayer sheets, find the
required number of words with each
root. Write them in the spaces.

say REAR
TR TR

praise =20

gl

redeem, save, deliver 5=R"3
DUDIR3 PR PR3 ONM

redeem, release 118
) FI',[‘}'.N-'I
rule, reign o o3 o

WDoRM T v

do, make oy

vy

Suffix

Use your 1177 and prayer sheet to help
you write three words with this suffix.

Makes a root past tense 1
M T PRm W7

ny TN

Ramah 10-12 24
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E'
. 9, )
% ?"E>
&

.%A;,A
_ ANSWERs T0: .7AT THE END ) ™

The suffix 1 usually makes a word the past-tense verb for “they.” Here
are examples with roots you may know.

Root + Suffix Past tense for “they” The word means:

77X 1 WJE!IS They loved.
o i n ) 1 TT@"? They learned.
i 1 127 They spoke.

Since the 7191271 tells us the story of the Jewish people’s experience at the Red
Sea, there are many sentences that have past-tense verbs for “they.”

Use the copy of the prayers on your "2 pamphlet to do this activity.
* Find the words that have the roots listed below with the 1 suffix.
* Write the words and their meanings in the spaces below. (Use your '["I'??; to help
you with the meanings!)

Word from the prayer

1TR™ HR-! they saw
(the 11 at the end disappears)
I'I':!'W' 1”:W they praised
0171y 1Y (the 1T at the end disappears) they answered
REAR)S 1'1?3251 and they said
o gl 3 0 'I'J"??Jm and they proclaimed God's
sovereignty (rulership)

Mitkadem Ramah 10 « Written by Cheri Ellowitz Silver = Artwork by Mira Scharf « Designed by Itzhack Shelomi « Copyright © 2004 by URJ Press - www.urjpress.com
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N 278,
ANSWERS T0: A GREAT Joy ) i

The beginning of the 791212 prayer says:

N2 AP TTY Y 77 X 3 071 v
Moses and Miriam and the Children of Israel answered

You (God) with great joy.

Think about what it means to answer “with great joy.”

1  Selected parts of the Song of the Sea from Exodus 15 are
written below. Highlight parts that you think express “great joy.”

| will sing to Adonai, for God has triumphed gloriously;

God has hurled horse and driver into the sea.

Adonai is my strength and might;

God is my deliverance.... (Exodus 15:1-2)
Who is like You, Adonai, among the gods that are worshiped?

Who is like You, glorious in holiness,

Awesome in praises, doing wonders?

Any part of this
prayer could be
expressing great
joy. The parts
highlighted here
describe people

You put out Your right hand, dancingand
The earth swallowed them. singing any
In Your love You led the people You redeemed.... {Exodus 15:11-13) praising God.
Adonai will rule forever and ever. (Exodus 15:18)

Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women
went out after her in dance with timbrels. And Miriam chanted for them:

Sing to Adonai, for God has triumphed gloriously;
Horse and driver God has hurled into the sea. (Exodus 15:20-21)

What “wonder” were they praising God for? For redeeming the Jewish people from

slavery in Egypt and for bringing them safely across the Red Sea.

What wonders or miracles can we recognize today? There are many answers you could list
here. Some might be: the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 (that was like being redeemed!);
the freedom we have to live our lives and express our Judaism; being saved from a terrible storm; the
love and support we get from our families; and any other ideas you might have.

2 Create your own prayer of “great joy” praising God for the blessings and
wonders that we continue to receive in our time. You can either:

¢ Write your own prayer or poem in praise and thanks to God for wonders
that God does. (Use the lines below.)

* Make up a dance to do while singing the 719027 1. Do the dance for

your teacher (and maybe your class). Prayers and dances should express
praise for God, and they should be presented with “great joy"!
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g
__ ANSWERS T0: REDEMPTION g

From your knowledge of Jewish history, when would you say the Jews
B have been redeemed?

1. The Jewish people were exiled from Israel to Babylonia in 586 B.c.c. Fifty years later they were
allowed to return to Israel

. The Greeks took over Judea and the Holy Temple of Jerusalem. After three years of fighting, the
Maccabees regained control of Jerusalem and the Temple.

During the Middle Ages, Jews were frequently expelled from different countries (like Spain in 1492).
Many moved to other countries that would take them in, and new Jewish communities were formed.

oo

World War Il saw the devastation of Europe’s Jewish community with the Holocaust. Millions died,
yet others were eventually saved by the Allied armies and by others who risked their lives.

o

In 70 c.E. when the Romans destroyed the Temple and took over Jerusalem, the Jewish people lost
their homeland. Two thousand years later, their descendants declared the establishment of the
State of Israel in 1948.

6. The Jews of Russia were not allowed to practice Judaism for about seventy years under the
Communist government. When Communism ended in the 1980s, thousands of Jews left Russia for
Israel, Others who remain in Russia have created new, thriving Jewish communities.

Today we do not need to be saved from the kind of slavery we had in Egypt or
from the horrors of the Holocaust. The poem below tells us that there are dif-
ferent kinds of slavery, however, that can limit us today. Read the poem,
and list the things that “enslave” us according to the poem.

According to the poem we can be enslaved by:

1. selfishness 4. lies, falsehoods
9. prejudice 5, false pride
3. greed 6. fear

What role does God play in freeing us from these problems? There is not one answer to
this question. You might say that God's laws remind us how we ought to behave to help the world be a
good place. We could say that prayer helps us look inward and think about how we are behaving and
what we really want. Prayer can also give us moral strength.

How can we be redeemed from these problems? The work to redeem us from these
problems is for us to do. It matters what we think in our hearts and how we behave in the world every
day. We can be redeemed by having the opposite traits of those in the poem. We can:

1. Think of others.

9. Treat everyone the same way and make sure that no one is allowed to treat anyone badly.

3. Be generous with our time and care and resources when people need help.

4. Tell the truth and look for the truth in difficult situations.

5. Be humble. Give others the opportunity to be heard also.

6. Be brave. Stand up for what you believe in.
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__ ANswers T0: Moses AND MIRIAM ) K

Moses and his sister, Miriam, both had important roles to play after the
Israelites crossed the Red Sea. Parts of Exodus 15 are below. Pay attention
to what Moses and Miriam did.

Then Moses and the Children of Israel sang this song to Adonai, and they said:
| will sing to Adonai, for God has triumphed gloriously;
God has hurled horse and driver into the sea.

Adonai is my strength and might;
God is my deliverance.... (Exodus 15:1-2)

Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel in her hand, and
all the women went out after her in dance with timbrels. And Miriam chanted
for them:

Sing to Adonai, for God has triumphed gloriously;

Horse and driver God has hurled into the sea. (Exodus 15:20-21)

What did Moses do in the text above? He led the people in a song praising God for

delivering (saving) them.

What did Miriam do in the text above? SNe led the women in a song and

dance praising God for saving them.

The original version of the ﬂ;?ﬁ?“’?a says:
072 TR 121 AR TPV Y T2 PR 3w
Moses and the Children of Israel answered You (God) with great joy.
A new version of the Reform prayer book says: )
092 MMRR) 121 A3 ATV WY 77 X 1 o v
Moses and Miriam and the Children of Israel answered You (God) with great joy.

What change was made? Miriam's name is added as a leader.

Why do you think the change was made? To give her credit for the important role she played,
and to include women in the story. In the Middle Ages, when most of our prayers were written, women were
not included in Jewish practice or study along with the men. Today, women and men are included as equals.
Some people feel that we should, and are even obligated to, change some of our texts to include women

Do you agree with the change? Why? This is a personal answer. It should be
explained, though. No “yes" or “no” answers!
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Teacher’s Guide
Ramah 11
NimeRY nian

The NiMaRY NIAR is the first blessing in the series of blessings known by three different names:
1. APny— standing” prayer
2. H?DDD—“THE prayer”
3. My MY —literally, “eighteen” blessings (there are actually nineteen blessings)

Students are introduced to all three names in the 7727p7, and then 772y is the name most commonly
used.

There are five N7 (11-15) devoted to the 77°1Y. As with the series of N7 on the Sh'ma and Its
Blessings, each of these nin7 will continually refer to the structure of the 772y and how each particu-
lar blessing fits within the structure.

The theme of the significance of our first ancestors and their relationship with God through the
covenant and their righteousness is explored in this f127. Students are given the opportunity to imagine
our Matriarchs and Patriarchs as real people with whom they can identify.

Objectives

The students will be able to:
1. Chant the ¥R NN individually with no more than two errors.

2. Find the words that contain and translate the roots : 7-1-% (new), ®-X-3, =-3-1, 2-1-KR
(review).

Find all occurrences of the prefixes 1, 11,  and suffix 1.

Use the suffixes N1 and 2°M to change singular words to plural.

Locate examples of the M2°20 form ("H) of the plural ending 2°l .

Identify the NiM?ARY NN as the first blessing in the series of blessings in the 77y .
Compare a traditional version of DR to the NiMARY Niax.

Discuss the rationale and implications of modernizing a prayer for egalitarian reasons.

© ® > ULk »

Using words and phrases from the prayer, explain how our tradition sees God as a Redeemer
and/or Deliverer.
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10. Examine the significance of beginning the 772y by recalling our ancestors and what this
means about the importance of our connections with them and the examples their lives play
in ours.

11. Consider the concept of N2k M2T and what significance mentioning our ancestors (ancient
and personal) in our prayers has for us today.

Additional Supplies

AMIPT Activity 3: a compass or some item (such as a mizrach) marking the eastern wall
TR™MP Activities 2 and 3: listening center

TR™MP Activity 4: scissors; envelope for storage, or blank paper and glue

DP% IR Activity 2: red, blue, green, and orange markers or pencils

PTIPT Activity 1: purple, blue, green, yellow, black, and orange markers or pencils

n’?pp *127 Activity 2: books that have stories of the Matriarchs and Patriarchs (could be textbooks
from elementary grades)

Supplementary Activity

An optional art project at the completion of this 727 is the creation of a mizrach. A mizrach is a hang-
ing to be placed on the eastern wall of a room in a home or the synagogue, so that we always know which
direction to face toward Jerusalem. The only required element on the picture is the word n1%, which
means “east.” The letters also stand for:

i e
From this direction (emanates) the spirit of life.

The simplest way to make the picture is to have the word printed on card stock. Students can color
or paint it in and decorate it with Jewish symbols and designs. If you want to get more elaborate, tradi-
tional techniques include paper cut and micrography. (This is a great project for the art specialist, if your
school has one!)

Flashcards

Teachers can copy the following pages on card stock for each student.

e If your students are keeping a flashcard milon, they will use the cards in each 127 to build
amilon. (See page 12 of Teacher’s Guide Introduction Packet under “Student Materials: Milon”
for description.) You may notice that you begin to get duplicate words, because N¥27 sometimes
repeat vocabulary. This is intentional, since each school has the option of choosing which nin3
to cover. What may be a duplicate for one school will be a first-time vocabulary word for anoth-
er. Just advise your students to discard any flashcards that are duplicates.

* If your students are keeping a machberet milon, they can use the pages as flashcards to
review and drill vocabulary.
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mothers

fathers

(God

children

children of

their
children

mighty

great,
large







Cut apart the words

loving- loving-
kindess | kindesses of

protector, = saves,

shield savior
supreme,
awesome .
highest
[
guard, master

remember




SRR

Py

1"ER

kY,




Abraham

Jacob

Rebekah

Leah




Root

1-7-N

T-1-Y

=27

Root

5-R-3

Prefix

1]

Prefix

Suffix

M or NN




help

love

Root

redeem

Root

remember

Prefix

our

Suffix

and

Prefix

plural
endings

the




Prefix

L4 L4 0:
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Prefix

to, for
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Student Date

ke
Ramah 11 NiIRR) NI

1. Use the copy of the prayer to find examples of words with these prefixes and suffixes.
* Write the word in the blank space.

* Write the meaning of the word.

Prefix 1 1. Word means:
2. Word means:
Prefix " 1. Word means:
2. Word means:
3. Word means:
Suffix MW 1. Word means:
Suffix @ 1. Word means:
Suffix 1l 1. Word means:

2. Find three words (or phrases) from the prayer that describe God. Write them in Hebrew and
English.

1.

2.

3.

3. The phrase u'm:x 7?127 i:l"l'?N means God of Abraham.” In Hebrew it can be shortened to

here:
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4. The nin@RY NN is the first blessing in a collection of prayers called in Hebrew the

which means

5. The blessing praises the God of our ancestors. List their names in English and Hebrew:

MEN: English Hebrew WOMEN: English Hebrew

6. The traditional version of the prayer lists only the men. Why do you think that knowledgeable
people thought it was important to change a traditional prayer and add the names of female
ancestors? Do you agree or disagree?

7. The prayer says:
ﬂﬁﬂ@x'ﬁ J'ﬁ:g ™10 1IN
And (Cod) remel.rnbers t}-le loving-kindnesses of fathers and mothers
IR *337 PN KO
aI.ld .bring-;s rede'n.nption to (saves) the children of their children.

This idea is called n1aR M21, that we get special “credit” with God because of the good deeds
of our ancestors. Do you think we deserve God’s redemption because of what our ancestors did?
Explain:
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NiTANY NN

AININY WNIAR OTPNY WIER P AR N2 1
aApy? PR POR CmPR ATIAR CTRN 2

3
N1 9230 PiTan ONT 4
Ji7y bR 5
2o mapy o2iv ooTon Bnid e
DieR) niaR v7en I .7
amae b2k *n'-gg_;; N°271 .8
T2OR2 Y TR .9
3 YU riy 99m 10
My Frmy opex w2 Ay Tm2a
Alternate versions of this blessing contain these words:

*HRA
#7010
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ANSWER SHEET

ke
Ramah 11 NiIRR) NI

1. Use the copy of the prayer to find examples of words with these prefixes and suffixes.
e Write the word in the blank space.
* Write the meaning of the word.

Prefix 1 “i230/the Mighty X=i3mv/and the Awesome »iTa/the Great “Xi/the God

Dan/the all (or everything)

Prefix 1 s12RYand God of 1 pivXYand our mothers N7Iiamyand the Awesome

m3ipyand Master =2ir/and remembers ninaRYand mothers N*amvand brings

ywinv/and saves (or Savior) 7aavand Protector (or Shield) na1yYand Helper

Suffix '@ nimMaRYand mothers  niaR/fathers 13°niaRY/and our mothers

1 niaN/our fathers

Suffix 2°H o°2iw/good  @>70n/loving-kindnesses

Suffix 170 1niaRYand our mothers 1°niaN/our fathers u":’?N/our God

2. Find three words (or phrases) from the prayer that describe God. Write them in Hebrew and
English.

2O NIARY 1niaR eN/God of our fathers and our mothers

N7ia7/the Awesome <i237fthe Mighty 2iTaa/the Great

199y SNX/supreme God P27 maip/Master of all =iy 2m/Ruler who helps

13%2/Protector, Shield ¥y win/Savior

3. The phrase D'H:N '?W D"I'?N means “God of Abraham.” In Hebrew it can be shortened to

here:

niaR *7on opaR 329

4. The nin@RY N2N is the first blessing in a collection of prayers called in Hebrew the
n7y—standing (prayer) 1y mainw—eighteen (blessings) mPonn—THE prayer
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5. The blessing praises the God of our ancestors. List their names in English and Hebrew:

MEN: English Hebrew WOMEN: English Hebrew
Abraham =lajal=h Sarah ani%
Isaac Py’ Rebekah P27
Jacob py’ Rachel >

Leah D

6. The traditional version of the prayer lists only the men. Why do you think that knowledgeable
people thought it was important to change a traditional prayer and add the names of female
ancestors? Do you agree or disagree?

When the 177y was written, women were not included in prayer and ritual practice. Today men

and women are included equally in all aspects of our Jewish observance. By adding our

ancestral mothers’ names, we recognize the important roles they played in the beginning of our

religion and the special perspective that females bring. Not everyone agrees that we should

change our traditional prayers, however. We could recognize the importance of women in our

tradition by adding new readings and prayers without changing things that other people before

us wrote. Whether you agree or disagree, your answers should be thoughtful.

7. The prayer says:
nimERY NiaR *Tonm T2
And (Cod) remel-nbers the loving-kindness of fathers and mothers
IR 3% MMy KA
aﬁd brings redemption to (saves) the children of their children.

This idea is called NfaR  N27, that we get special “credit” with God because of the good deeds
of our ancestors. Do you think we deserve God’s redemption because of what our ancestors did?
Explain:

These answers will be personal, but should reflect thoughts and ideas found in the activities

of the 7.
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The NITAX] m:ug is the first in a series of blessings called the iT7°2Y.
Actually, the collection of blessings is known by three different names.
Match the three names to their reasons.

Names
1 2 3
TTRY My mny ageng

(T"A°Y = stand)  (means “eighteen”) (means “THE prayer”)

Reasons

< Originally there were eighteen blessings that made up this
central part of the morning, afternoon, and evening services.
(Now there are actually nineteen blessings, but you will
learn more about that in Ramah 15!)

3 Next to the Y?g? this is the most important part of the
morning, .ﬂ"'Jf_'!@’, service and evening, 27 I¥M, service, and it
is the most important part of the afternoon, 7130, service.

1 We say these blessings standing in silence.

Mitkadem Ramah 11 « Written by Cheri Ellowitz Silver = Artwork by Mira Scharf « Designed by Itzhack Shelomi « Copyright © 2004 by URJ Press » www.urjpress.com

Ramah 10-12 47



-7 The 1 1°RY is made up of nineteen blessings! How did we get the version we have
today? After the destruction of the Temple in 70 c.k., different communities recited their
own versions of an i17"2Y. Rabban Gamliel, the Nasi (leader of the Jewish commu-
nity in Judea), decided that the Jewish people needed unity. He determined the
blessings and the order for the i17°7a¥ and directed everyone to say them that way.

Why do you think that he decided to put the n'l.'l?gx] rﬁ:zs first? Look at the blessing
and its translation below. UNDERLINE parts in the English that you think are important.

1. Blessed are You, Adonai, our God u’ﬁ‘?tﬁ :';' .'IIJX T['ﬁ; 5]
% ::t;}e?;i.of our fathers and our :u.,pv:x.l 1J"§'ﬁ:l’5 ’ﬂ581 9
3. God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and ,PU?’ ’nbx, ,D':l-,l.:g ,nbx 3
God of ]acoh. .:sz gnbx1
4. God of Sarah, God of Rebekah, God of . . o
Rachel, and God of Leah. ,n'?zf_z, -HE;-I ’n‘?’;, vn-,[iv ‘n‘?x, 4
5. The God, the Great One, the Mighty, .-lx'? ’ﬂb}“ .‘7“1
and the Awesome, " W T e S
S — X137 71237 217130 X7 5
7. who bestows loving-kindnesses and "p'a‘pg bR 6
Master of all, . X " ‘
8. and who remembers the loving- "?BD '-mi?l a’:1w U’-IQU‘ bau 7
kindnesses of fathers and mothers, IR DiaRk 7o 1IN 8
9. and who brings rcdcmptiun* to the N : '; '? : |? ) ; ‘
children of their children, 'nn le J; nv 251. X 2?‘“ 9
10. for the sake of God’s name in love. J12R2 AT TY@‘? 10

11. Ruler who hclps#, saves, and protects.

12. Blessed are You, Adonai, Abraham'’s 11@1 y,w?:‘ “'11"157 .l'?p 11
Protector and Sarah’s Helper'. B}:ﬁ';l's '[,',L?g ,2': :']]J}S ':'|5|"1; 12
T8 Ny

Alternate versions of this blessing contain these words:

*OR13 — Redeemer  *TP1DY — Guardian

It is difficult to determine which lines are really “important.” Those underlined here have a unigue
message not found in the other blessings of the iT7°12Y

= ACTIVITY 2 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE
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The 712°N1 is the last line of a blessing that begins 77 X F172.
Write the 7T’ here in English:

Blessed are You, Adonai, Abraham'’s Protector and Sarah’s Helper.

2 The 72N tells the theme of a blessing. What is the main idea of
the NITARY NIAX blessing?

That God had a special protecting relationship with our ancestors.

3  Why would Rabban Gamliel have us mention our ancestors and |
their deeds as we begin our prayer?

In a way, we introduce ourselves to God by mentioning our ances-

tors and recalling God's relationship with them. It also reminds us of

our connection to the Jewish people, our traditions, and our

responsibilities through time.
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1

Special movements are associated with the NIT2NX] N12X.

It is Jewish tradition to face the east—toward Jerusalem—when

we pray the fT7°RY. Find the eastern direction in your classroom,
and mark it. Find the eastern direction in the sanctuary of your

synagogue. If it is not the custom to face the east in your syna-

gogue, find out why. Check off your congregation’s custom:
[] We face east in our sanctuary when we recite the TRy,

[] We don't face east in our sanctuary, because

Answers to this depend on the customs of your congregation.

At different times in the T7Y it is traditional

to bow. The first place is at the beginning and
ending of the NITAXY NIAX. Practice this custom:

ng Take three steps forward. (This is how we
approach God in symbolic offering.)

X:;X At the beginning of the blessing, bend knees é) o))
when you say 173, bow at the waist on 7R,
and rise on .

XSX At the 7T, the end of the blessing, bow when you
say 7172 and rise on ?°.

When you have practiced enough, show your teacher and have your
N2 signed.
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Vocabulary
Use your ]1'??_3 and prayer sheet to:
1. Fill in missing words (English or

Hebrew).
2. Add the words to your 1171.

| _' fathers nNIax
mothers nimaR
God '72'2
children 0°13
children of "33
their children 0712
mighty 2323
great, large L.«“I‘TE}
loving-kindness 7007
(loving-kindnesses) (D"‘IDH)
loving-kindnesses of 7000
protector, shield 12
saves, savior &l 7ale)
awesome X712
supreme, highest '[T’?Sj
guard, remember TiP12
master 3P
Roots

Use your prayer sheet to write one
word with each root.

help _ 7Y
) My

ANSWERS T0: VOCABULARY D"??; 131&

(Roots continued)

redeem HeR=%
oRIn 7PN

remember g |

1. 12m

love 2R

L T3N3

Prefixes

Use your 'ﬁ'??; and prayer | *
sheet to write the required
number of words with
each prefix.

the Wil
9230 X713 PiTa0 OXA P oh)

i”1 Or ‘!‘1

*'rgm u‘mrzm X717 MiPY 79N

NN X022 YU 1201 NN

Suffixes

Use your '[1'??3 and prayer sheet to write
the required number of words with each
suffix.

our

WHiBR) Wwniak Wb

plural endings
0 2°2iv 0707

ni nimax) Niax
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Look at the Torah quotations below.

1. Translate the words that are in colors in the
matching spaces of the translations below them.

2. Find the words in the prayer itself, and underline
them in the same color.

From Deuteronomy 10:17
D37 37X O°ORT PR X7 00K M3 0D
LXT17) 79230 29730 PX0
Because Adonai your God is God the God and Lord the Lord, the
God the Great _the Mighty

and the Awesome

From Genesis 15:1
T2 132 °338 07X RPAOR

Don't fear, Avram, I am a Shield [or Protector] to you...

= ACTIVITY 2 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE
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From Genesis 14:19
T DY 727 170y 287 073X T2
Blessed is Avram to IRTamaTarRiahast

of heaven and earth.

2P NTARY NI VHPRY TR 2 AR N2 4
Py o) P vIPX BT K

JIRD *H9RY 507 PR 27 PR T PR 5
NT137) 79230 1730 ORD 4

T by

527 n3ip) 0°2iv o701 Pnia

JiTR) niax 00 12N

BIP32 7327 "NRE XA 8

NN Y 1R

13 YOI MY 791 10

@ MY 077X 138 2 A0X 2 1

Alternate versions of this blessing contain these words:

BRIz TR ( ? R
% )2 e
i m.
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Match the English to the Hebrew words from the ﬂ"ln'l?glfl] nﬁ:zg.
(There is one extra English word!)

Words CI“;??.;
) and saves Sop mip 7
2. Ruler who helps M2y 14
3. to the children of their children R3S
& srmothers oo 15
5. in love 1Py OR 16
6. Sarah’s Helper Iy ooRy 11
7. Master of all 2N 18
8. Abraham’s Protector Yo _ 1
9. our fathers QAR 10 _8
10. Redeemer WN|R 4
11. and God of Jacob WNIAR _9
12. and mothers My e 2
13. and remembers o732 0337 3
14. the Mighty Ny 6
15. loving-kindnesses N 12

16. supreme God
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_ ANSWERS T0: PREFIX PATTERNS )

Prefixes can appear with different vowels. Look for these:
1. The prefix 5 means to or for

= This prefix usually appears with a sh'va vowel, like this: '?
= In this blessing, one word has this prefix with a chirik vowel, like this: '?

Find it andit in blue. _
« Use your ]177 to translate the word here: to children of

2. The prefix i1 means the

» This prefix can appear with a patach vowel, like this: 1. The next letter following the i1
prefix will have a dageish (a dot in it); example: 17®i1—the prayer book. There are
four words like this in our blessing. Find them and put aaround each one.

* The prefix can appear with a kamatz vowel, like this: i1. The next letter following the i
prefix will not have a dageish. Put a|green box{around the one word with that prefix.

3. The prefix 1 means and
= |t can appear with a sh'va vowel, like this: '] Find the five words with that prefix.
hem in green.
« Sometimes this prefix has a tzeirei vowel, like this: . Find the three words with that
prefix, and'= /¢ ¢ them in

« This prefix frequently shows up as . the three words with that prefix in purple.
Arpiof) piaK 79N AEoR 7 Ank T2

dpy o oy iR o7 iR 2

JIRD *7oNY L2 PR TR0 PR TR PR 3

x'ﬁ:@] 'n::l ‘m’ '?»'
J%y o

530 naerato oo Yl 6
nimyniag »Tom 1) -
B33 32 k)
10X Y 1977

W T IY T28 10

Y PRI 139 2 0K T2 0

=

w

o o o~
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ANSWERS T0: WORD CONNECTIONS ) %’ >

In both English and Hebrew there are longer and shorter ways of stating
possession:

house of Jacob = Jacob's house 3PY’ ‘?g? M2 - 1Py’ M2
mitzvot of the Torah == the Torah's mitzvot 11711 '?g? NiZn = 717IN0 Nign

This blending of two nouns into one is called NM2°20. In the Hebrew examples
above, all you do is take out the word I?Ef, which means “of.” The original words
don't change at all. Sometimes, though, letters and vowels in the first word of the
pair have to change in order for the blend to take place.

Now we'll use examples where the first word has the plural ending @° | . Notice how
the first word changes when the two nouns are blended:

houses of Jacob: JPY? P¥ O°N2 = Py’ N2
olive trees: D°N°} P¥ 'Y = 0N} *8Y

The NITAX] NAX has several examples of M2 with the kind of change shown
above. Below are the long versions of the phrases and translations. Shorten them
into the N30 form, and fill in all the blank spaces. You can use the copy of the
prayer on your 1”72 pamphlet for help!

English Long Hebrew Form

. God of Abraham 077 Sv oo
2. God of Sarah b Sv ooy
3. and God of Jacob Py U 0oN) 2 7oK
4. loving-kindnesses of fathers niax >y o°1on niax *7on
5. and God of Leah XD PY oK) XY PN
6. to the children of their children | Dj°32 ¥ 02127 07" 1%
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4%0.9% 7

B 2,0y
B
_ Answers T0: DoING PTTPT ) W)

These are things that you already know that you can easily apply to
the mn@zgj ni:rs.

Suffixes

In Hebrew, a suffix is one or more letters added to the end of a word.

1 Thesuffixes N1 and 8% make words plural in Hebrew.
The words below are singular, but they appear in the plural in the
NIRY NI2X. Change them to the form in which they appear in
the prayer, and write them in the spaces provided. (Your '['I'??: and
copy of the prayer will help you.)

Tather ) L mother—OX &
boving-klrdnees—I9] OO0 good—aib ﬂ

2 Thesuffix 117 adds the meaning “our” to a word.
Take apart these words to translate them.

uanv:;n and our mothers q;&n"ug our fathers
usn‘px our God

Roots—D°v W

In Hebrew, words (especially verbs) are built on three-letter roots.

Find words in the m‘mm mJK that are built from these roots, and write them in
the blanks. Use your ﬁl??J to determlne the general meaning of the word.

277K 120X eans with love

g =i 121N means  and remembers
‘?'K'J :'I'??{J means redemption
Y Yy PsaRg help
Ty Iy e and helper of
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10.

11.

12

K c%% .
%O- 2
2 0

ANSWERS TO: CHANGE ARTIST ) ">

changes.

. child 12
father ax
remembers gl
God ayip
mother ox
mighty 9i23
God of X
God a3l
children of A2
loving- apylely]
kindnesses

who protects  [AR
X7

awesome

RN

!

children

fathers

and remembers
God of

mothers

the mighty

and God of

our God

to the children of

loving-
kindnesses of

and who protects

and the awesome
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Add the correct prefixes or suffixes to these words to make the

(Use your ﬁ‘??ﬂ and copy of the prayer to get the vowels right.)

012

niax

"M

N

i230

*oR)

WK

127

700

14121

X713




Q‘&

4’

ANSWERS T0: Z'CHUT AvoT )

Answer these questions about the story from the Book of Exodus.

L.

Why was God angry at the Jewish people?

They showed no faith in God and built an idol, a golden calf, while Moses was

on Mount Sinai receiving the Torah. They had no patience and were afraid that

Moses was not coming back. They immediately lost faith in God after all the

miracles they had just witnessed in Egypt and in the desert.

What words did Moses use that made a difference with God?

Moses reminded God about the covenant made with Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob (Israel) and how God had promised them that their offspring (children)

would be as many as the stars in the sky. God was reminded of the

righteousness of the first generations of Jews and their deep trust in God.

. Why do you think that mentioning our ancestors’ names would keep

God from punishing us?

We can't really know why God does what God does, of course. Remembering

the beginning of the covenant does give the "big picture,” though, and helps

reduce problems of the moment. Also, God recognizes that our ancestors

made great sacrifices so that we could have the future for which they set the

foundation. Future generations deserve a chance to try to establish what their

ancestors hoped for.

“ele——adl—— ACTIVITY 1 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE A
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4. Our tradition teaches an idea called .m:lls MDY (merit, or privilege,
of our ancestors). It means that our ancestors had a special relation-
ship with God, because they were righteous and made a N°73
(covenant) with God. In honor of that relationship (because of the
special merit of our ancestors), later generations of Jews will get
“extra credit” with God. How does the concept of N12R N7 work
for the Jewish people after the incident of the Golden Calf?

The people definitely made a BIG mistake! But, the concept D‘IJES M27 says

they deserved a second chance because of their ancestors. These ancestors

went against all the people and civilizations around them by believing in one

God, and they made a new religion and covenant with Adonai. The Israelites

who had just left Egypt were confused and accustomed to being slaves. They

did not know how to behave with God. Because of the merit of their faithful

ancestors, the NTR) N1AX, God gave them a second chance at the

covenant.

5. Do you think that Jewish people today should get extra “credit” or
merit with God because of our history and our ancestors?

This answer is up to you. Your answer must include discussion of the concept

of m:»s M3T and whether or not it is appropriate in today's world.
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All of the
answers to this
activity will be
individual. They
should be
thoughtful and
based on the
personality
chosen, for
instance:

ANSWERS T0: OUR ANCESTORS ARE RoLE MODELS

The mnrgr_q m:ﬂf reminds us that we are descended from great people:

NI Patriarchs (Fathers) NI Matriarchs (Mothers)
Abraham gl s Sarah e
Isaac N Rebekah izl
Jacob/lsrael PR/ 3Py’ Leah x%

Rachel '?{]'1

Their lives are examples to us. Think about how you might identify with the strug-
gles and deeds of each of them. (You can look through books to remind yourself
about their lives.)

List ways that you think you are like one of these ancestors.

Rebekah she was strong

I can identify with when/because:

willed. She figured out a goal and what she thought was best for her family.

She thought that Jacob would make the best leader for the family, and so

she made a plan to make sure that would happen. Even though it was a

sacrifice for her to lose him, because he had to run away and be gone for so

many years, she helped him get the blessing from Isaac anyway.

Abraham he

I am impressed by the deed of because/when:

argued with God when God told him that Sodom and Gomorrah

RN

would be destroyed because of the wicked people. Abraham v—:;‘;;ﬁ\ -
o £
”~

was very brave to argue with God, and he did it because he j v",\
30

thought it was the right thing to do.

I think Leah showed real character when: she

married Jacob even though she knew that he really loved her sister Rachel.

It must have been hard for girls in those days to just follow the rules of their

fathers and to live their lives with dignity.
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“e———g—— ACTIVITY 3 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE

Over time the first blessing of the iTTAY has changed. Examine the three
versions on the following pages. Then return to this page and answer the fol-
lowing questions.

1. What is the main change made to the two modern versions?

The mothers and their names are added.

2. These changes were made in the 1980s and 1990s. Why do you think

the scholars who create prayer books made the changes?

When the prayers were originally written, women were not included in

prayer or study. In today's world, men and women are considered equally

significant, so authors of the new prayer books believe it is important to

recognize the Matriarchs in this prayer.

. Some people believe that even though times change we do not have
the right to alter prayers that have been part of our tradition for gen-
erations. What do you think?

This answer is up to you. There are those who believe we should always

be writing modern prayers that make sense to us today. Some people

believe that we should write new egalitarian prayers (prayers

that recognize men and women equally) to include along-

side the traditional ones.
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NI NiaR

WIPR AR M2

APNIER NI oK) 2
3Py oK) IR R BT TX s
(X% 9% 5 "o R "R T Ry 4

X137 i3 10 ORY s
oy X 6
527 M) o°2iv 0100 bnix

NITRR)NI 700 M 8

B2 RN o

N0X32 20 1927 10
J31 YU iy TR

Y A

Modern Conservative Version

1. Blessed are You, Adonai, our God

2. and God of our ancestors:

3. God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of
Jacob.

4(_God of Sarah, God of Rebekah, God of )

QRal:hcl, and God of Lcah)

5. The God, the Great One, the Mighty, and

the Awesome,

6. supreme God.
7. who bestows loving-kindnesses and Master
of all,
8. and who remembers the loving-kindnesses
of our ancestors
9. and who will bring a Redeemer to the
children of their children,
10. for the sake of God’s name in love.
11. Ruler who hc]ps,and saves, and
protects.
12. Blessed are You, Adonai, Abraham’s
Pmtcctor@nd Sarah’s Guardi@

03N 13 2 AR T2 1o

nimaR) niax
WHOR Y INR N2
ghigint s S

i

[

3Py VHPRY PO PR O7aR PR 3

(5m 5% MR TR M TN )4
(L2 o))
X703 iz 5130 OR7
J9Y R 6
927 M) o°2iv ovon Pnin 7
NiaR 700 721 8
0i7°32 °327 PRia o2
N0X32 Y 197 10

13 yUi(IRien) My 190 .11

5

b =]

T TRD)OTIIN 1 7 K T3 12
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Modern Reform Version

Compare the modern 1. Blessed are You, Adonai, our God

versions to the 2. and God of our father

traditional version and 3. God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of Jacob.

circle what is different in 4. (God of Sarah, God of Rebekah, God of Rachel, and C(ld)

the modern versions. (of Leah. )

5. The God, the Great One, the Mighty, and the Awesome,

6. supreme God,

7. who bestows loving-kindnesses and Master of all,

8. and who remembers the loving-kindnesses of fathers
{and mothers, )

9. and who brings(redemption o the children of their

children,

10. for the sake of God’s name in love.
11. Ruler who helps, saves, and protects.
12. Blessed are You, Adonai, Abraham’s Pmtcct()r

Sarah’s Helper

Traditional Version m:zg
1. Blessed are You, Adonai, our God Wl’jjbij‘ YARR M2 1
2. and God of our fathers: AR FORT 2
3. God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and ) e
God of Jacob. JPns? ’H‘?R QAN "'u'll?i‘{x
4, The God, the Great One, the Mighty, :ipz'-: an'pm
jgmc e hwen X113 79230 S0 ORa 4
5. supreme God, L T &
6. who bestows loving-kindnesses and ,TT"?Y bx 5
e 527 maip) o°2i ovTon Ynia 6
7. and who remembers the loving- : . FE
kindnesses of fathers 42X 2700 'I;Tf] 7
8. and who will bring a Redeemer to the O3 °139 BRi3 RN 8
children of their children, A
9. for the sake of God’s name in love. '-IQUK; T?J? ]Y,@'? 9
10. Ruler who helps, saves, and protects. Jam yﬂgﬁm niy '[L-“I?J 10
11. Blessed are You, Adonai, Abraham’s

BTR 13 7 DK T2 11

Protector.
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%
__ ANsweRs T0: Gop OUR PROTECTOR ) %, %

The NTTMX NIAX uses many words and images to emphasize the idea
that God protects and redeems (saves) us.

This list of English words show us how our tradition sees God as
Redeemer and Deliverer.
1. Find these words in Hebrew in the prayer and circle them. (Use
your 'ﬁ'??.; to help you translate the words to Hebrew.)

supreme God who bestows loving-kindnesses Savior
Helper Guardian Shield
Mighty One Master of all Protector
One who helps One who brings redemption Great One

Awesome One
ArNTARY WNIAR *HPXR] PR 2 AR P2
Py oK) Py "IN BIaK oy
TR XY 2 PR R PR T R

(xTam)Qiaa>1Ta) Ry

a2y )

e
é 3 ? v= (930 pnEat ovion k)
% & )=

.

th B W B

TR Niax 700 191N

= = wwwEne.
o A od TN WY 1907
Q)77 10

A NP DTN A0 T2 1
Alternate versions of this blessing contain these words: *?Xi3 1 TR

O e N o

2. Answer these questions:
a. Putting all these words together, what image of God does this prayer create?

God saves and takes care of us. We should feel safe under God'’s protection.

b. Why do you think God is called a “shield” (JAR)?
A shield protects. That is the image of God in this blessing.
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Teacher’s Guide
Ramah 12
nimma

The niM23 is the second blessing in the 772Y. While it is a relatively short prayer, it is packed full of
comphcdted deep theological ideas. While havmg us ponder the difficult concepts of miracles, faith,

and resurrection, it also offers us concrete attributes of God that we can imitate—"supporting the
falling, and healing the sick, and freeing the prisoners.” There is much about God and about being
human to be learned from this prayer, and this 7727 does not shy away from confronting these issues.

See the “Supplementary Activities” section below for suggestions on using the nban 727 activities if
you would like to engage your class in discussion on these issues or if you think they will need extra sup-
port in understanding the concepts.

Objectives

The students will be able to:

1. Read the nM23 individually with no more than two errors.
Chant the nM23 fluently with no more than two errors.
Find words that contain and translate the roots 1-n-X, ¥-%-° (new), 71-"-1 (review).
Find and translate words with prefixes 3, , and 1 and plural suffixes 0B and nil.
Place the N17123 as the second blessing in the 777y,
Extract phrases that indicate that God does miraculous things.

List ways that God is manifest in the world today, using words from the prayer.

® > Utk W

Consider the ni¥n that people can do that correspond to the acts of God in the blessing:
obin Xpi, 9O Jpio, DMOR PRR, Tona oen bban, Yoo mmn.

9. Explore the Jewish concept of MR, “faith.”

10. Examine current and traditional views of resurrection and how they can be used to interpret

the prayer.

Additional Supplies

nIPA Activity 2: siddurim used by your congregation and/or opportunity to participation in con-
gregational service

MR™P Activities 2 and 3: listening center
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P1TPT Activity 3: red, green, orange, blue, purple, and brown markers or pencils

77DR "33

Activity 2: markers and crayons for those who want to create a drawing

Supplementary Activities

As mentioned in the introduction to this Teacher’s Guide, there are many complicated, deep theologi-
cal concepts in the NiM23. Teachers might consider designing small-group or whole-class activities out
of one or more of the three required activities in the nbsm 127 section. You can conduct small-group
discussions with students who are presently in the 7727 or time the activity to include students presently
in the 777 and those about to enter it. The prayer should be familiar to all students if they participate
in services regularly, and the activities do not require great reliance on the Hebrew. The theological
themes of the prayer are the significant elements of the activities. For this reason, and because of the
central ideological themes within these activities, they could be appropriate for whole-class activities,
even if some students have completed and others are far from entering 1127 12.

When using each activity for a group, you might consider the following:

77DR "33

mPen 737

775R 727

Flashcards

Activity 1—"Resurrection”: Before entering the activity, ask the question, “Have you
ever heard of anything dead being brought back to life?” (Besides hearing stories of
horror movies, you might get some interesting answers!) Then just follow the activity
as it is written. Students” answers will likely be more thoughtful and richer having been
guided through the questions by their teacher. Conclude by asking them if this has
changed the way they will understand this prayer when they recite it from now on.

Activity 2—“Emunah,” 7131R: Before turning to the activity itself, have students look
at the translation of the mwm in a siddur or MATPN Activity 1. Ask them, “What ideas
expressed in this prayer require us to have falth MIMR?P” (Answers can include: that
there is loving-kindness in the world; that God supports the falling, heals the sick, frees
the prisoner; gives life to the dead, etc.) You can then read the beginning of the activi-
ty or tell students that the NiM23 is a prayer that expresses great faith, pointing out the
two lines using the words with the root 1-2-X. Tell the students that ultimately our tra-
dition teaches faith in a “world-to-come,” X277 D’?W. Begin reading the paragraph that
says, “The prophets describe a vision...” and continue together with the students
working to understand the words of the prophets. You might give students time to
articulate their visions of the world-to-come before putting them on paper, if they are
comfortable doing so. One of the advantages of doing this as a group activity is that you
should be able to create a group display of writings and artistic expressions of X273 ooy,
a bulletin board that can be a mixture of the prophets of old and those in your class-
room today!

Activity 3—"Learning from God”: The main idea of this activity is action. From the
ideas on the answer sheet and others that the students will generate themselves, actu-
al projects can be designed and implemented. That would be the benefit of using this
activity as a class discussion.

Teachers can copy the following pages on card stock for each student.

* If your students are keeping a flashcard 1171, they will use the cards in each 137 to build a
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1i77. (See page 12 of Teacher’s Guide Introduction Packet under “Student Material: Milon” for
description.) You may notice that you begin to get duplicate words, because N7 sometimes
repeat vocabulary. This is intentional, since each school has the option of choosing which nin3
to cover. What may be a duplicate for one school will be a first-time vocabulary word for anoth-
er. Just advise your students to discard any flashcards that are duplicates.

If your students are keeping a machberet milon, they can use the pages as flashcards to
review and drill vocabulary.
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faith

you

mighty

POWET or
strength

forever

everything

life

loving-
kindness







Cut apart the words

redemption | brings to

or Salvation life
h wh
who those 0
are dead
much or compassion
great P

dust




Prefix

Prefix Prefix

L4 14 0:

Suffix

all Pl
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Root

believe o
have faith

Root

save or
redeem

Prefix

life or living

Root

IN or WIth or
Dy

Prefix

o o for

Prefix

and

Suffix

plural endings




Student Date

3
Ramah 12 ﬂﬁﬂl%

USE THE FOLLOWING COPY OF THE PRAYER TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:
1. Find words with these roots, and fill in the chart:

Word in the Prayer Meaning of the Root Root

-1

2. Underline one word with the prefix that means “in” or “with.”
3. Circle one word with the prefix that means “to.”

4. Find three words with the prefix that means “and.” Write them below. (For extra credit, try
to translate the words!)

1.
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5. Write the number of the Hebrew word in the space next to the matching English translation.
(There is one extra English word!)

5o 1 dust, earth
-ia3 2 faith
o»n 3 the dead
n’giy? 4 forever
MM 5 loving-kindness
N7 6 life
mnn 7 brings to life
"oy 8 everything
Qi 9 compassion

mighty, hero

6. The NiM23 reminds us that: (Check all the answers that are correct)
Q) Shabbat is a day of rest.
O God takes care of people in need.
O Abraham and Sarah were the first Jews.
Q God is mighty.
Q God gives life.

7. What is the traditional meaning of the word “resurrection”?

8. List three D% in this prayer that we can do to show we can behave like God. (Try Hebrew and
English!)

HEBREW ENGLISH
1. 1.
2. 2.
3. 3.

9. What do you think it means to have faith, 737X, in the world today?
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ANSWER SHEET

3
Ramah 12 ﬂﬁﬂl%

USE THE FOLLOWING COPY OF THE PRAYER TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:
1. Find words with these roots, and fill in the chart:

Word in the Prayer Meaning of the Root Root
nina? mon orn o life, living n->-n
ywine nyws save, redeem y-w-
INIMR - 7ARDN believe, have faith I-12-R

2. Underline one word with the prefix that means “in” or “with.”
3. Circle one word with the prefix that means “to.”

4. Find three words with the prefix that means “and.” Write them below. (For extra credit, try
to translate the words!)

Rl N2 mioletl oM
and brings down and healing and freeing and keeping
G Qs et oy (2552
and who and gives life and grows and faithfully
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5. Write the number of the Hebrew word in the space by the matching English word. (There is
one extra English word!)

5o 1 8 dust, earth
-ia3 2 5 faith
o»n 3 9 the dead
n’giy’; 4 4 forever
MM 5 loving-kindness
RN 6 3 life
mnn 7 7 brings to life
"oy 8 1 everything
2onmn 9 6 compassion
2 mighty, hero

6. The NiM23 reminds us that: (Check all the answers that are correct)
Q) Shabbat is a day of rest.
@ God takes care of people in need.
O Abraham and Sarah were the first Jews.
9 God s mighty.
¥ God gives life.

7. What is the traditional meaning of the word “resurrection”? The traditional idea of resurrection

is that at the “end of days” God will bring back to life all the dead who were righteous. Their

souls will return to their bodies, and flesh will grow back on them.

8. List three Ni%M in this prayer that we can do to show we can behave like God. (Try Hebrew and
English!)

HEBREW ENGLISH

1 obpia eio 1. support the falling
9 o'bin ROIM 9. heal the sick

3. 0K h 3. free the prisoner

9. What do you think it means to have faith, 737X, in the world today?
This answer is up to each student and what they believe. It should be based on the work

they did in the 7727, and evidence of that work should be in their thoughtful answer.
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What about in nature? Where do you see or feel power in the natural

world? Again, the answers are up to you. Are your answers different than

the answers expressed in the prayer?

NiM23, the SECOND BLESSING IN THE iTT°RY, proclaims
the power of God in the world.

el —— ACTIVITY 1 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE

Mitkadem Ramah 12 « Written by Cheri Ellowitz Silver « Artwork by Mira Scharf « Designed by Itzhack Shelomi « Copyright € 2004 by URJ Press « waww.
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Read the translation of the blessing below. Circle the phrases
that show how God'’s power is seen in the world.

1.(You are forever mighty, Adonai,) G’;-IE ,ﬂ’?ﬁ?‘? 7123 ﬂ.U?_:) A
| 2. ({You) give life to the dead/cvery-) (Y"an'? 27 ,I0X 5'33/ o’ nn HED?;) )
Gh: ng, great is Your power to save.)

("Who causes the wind to blow and) (owan 779 o wn*)

( brings down the rain.) ( .'?Un N # )

(*Who brings down the dew. )
3.(You support life with loving-) C'fgln; o ‘?3‘?2?.?) 5
(kindness, )
4, (51\?1115 life to the dead/cverything ) (ﬂ’::l"] aglygrl 773?5 /0°nn ."I?_lj?;) 4

(with much compassion.)
5.(Supporting the falling, ) ,ﬂ"?:ml T10) 5
0°21n X91M) 6

6. (and healing the sick, )
A TOR PR ) 7

7.(and freeing the prisoners,) ‘ ! *

8.(and keeping faith with those ) | S~ ‘ 1 6‘193 ‘J;w"? ‘mgamg D”E?JD 8
(who sleep in dust.) L

9. Who is like You, Master of strength, .rﬁ'ﬁ:g '?}IF_I ﬂm? Mm 9

10. and who compares to You, .']'? HQT'-II .10

11.(Ruler who causes death and causes) QHYHW: PR 10 DR ']?I?;)ll
Qife and who grows sa]vationa

12.(And faithfully You give life to the) C?:J 0/o°nn m’gtl'? AR TN )12
(dead/everything.)

13. (Blessed are You, Adonai, who ) GE"DET/ Q>nnad a2on 2 anx T]’IW;)IS
(gives life to the dead/cverything.)

“ell=——= ACTIVITY 1 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE
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Would you say that it takes faith, IR, to believe that God can
do some of the things it says in this blessing? Which ones?

The ones that might take faith are circled. Just about all of it takes

faith. It's something that we have to believe, not something that

can be proven.

3 Would you call any of the phrases that you circled “miraculous”?
List them:

The answers are up to you, although most things that take faith

can be considered “miraculous.”
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Now you'll find out what the custom of your congregation is! You can either:
= Observe when you are at services and then answer the questions.
» Use a M70, “prayer book,” in your classroom to answer these ques-
tions.

. There are nineteen blessings in the weekday 1T°RY (seven in the
Shabbat j17°R¥). Which number blessing is the NiM23 blessing?

The second blessing

2. Does your congregation use the winter addition for rain?

You have to find this answer from your teacher.

What about the summer addition for dew?

You have to find this answer from your teacher.

3. Circle which phrase your prayer book says:
omm I Y0 mm
(Find this answer from your teacher.)

(Make sure to read that one as you practice throughout the i127!)
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carefully.

| PAY ATTENTION TO THE VOWELS OF EACH WORD!

1. In each line, circle the word from the 17123 that is written correctly.
(use your copy of the prayer for help).

2. Read the correct words, making sure that you pronounce each word

S [~h)

12Rd)

2. YWD Yl an
3. Daban 2272m
4 oM T TR
5. niniay N3
6. D700 0501
7. TPRYM FRAN4aE AL
5. NPOY N> nna?
0. NIMN inamax
0. WY 107
(012 el ey
12. DPn Q2 Q%o

Mitkadem Ramah 12 = Written by Cheri Ellowitz Silver = Artwork by Mira Scharf « Designed by Itzhack Shelomi « Copyright © 2004 by URJ Press * www.urjpress.com
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faith

1. Fill in missing words (English or
Hebrew).
2. Add the words to your 'I"I'??J

Ehtlalg
you IIghS
mighty 2323

~ power, strength nima3
forever noiy?
everything piohy
life o0
loving-kindness 700
redemption, .
salvation Ny
brings to life (gives
life to) °an
who n
those who are dead 0°1172
much, great = o g
compassion o
dust oy

Roots

Using your prayer sheets, find the
required number of words with each
root. Write them in the spaces.

believe, have faith  1"12"X
L. nImR  1RR
save, redeem Y-

ywin? nyw
(the ” at the beginning disappears)
life, living TREL
:'I"I_'I?J o™ H’U’JW ﬂT’DG‘?

(the i1 at the end sometimes disappears)

Prefixes

Use your ]1'??_3 and prayer sheet to write
the required number of words with each
prefix.

to, for -
0?iy? ywin? "2 nina?

TARI) T m¥HY XD T

in, with v
002 DRiMa

Suffixes

Use your prayer sheet to write one word
with each suffix.

Plural endings
gor 0°21 0°90i) 0°in oo
n nima3
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gt ACTIVITY 2 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE
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o7 i s
o°nn 6
Y 7
o°27 s
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1. All words will be in the directions of \
* right to left OR \\. / /

)| % | 5

* top to bottom A
2. Some letters are used more than once. /\\
Find and circle the Hebrew words that match these English words:
you life redemption  with compassion
much to give life  faith everything
with loving-kindness dust mighty power
dead
o ) 7o )\ | (=)
AR GIEFEERERRIONE
ne |5 (alala|n|n|"
]
BRI IRERE: R LG
7w ) ~\
@) al)v|@]|°|n]n
o e |y 2 ’
1 al| a2 |1 |n
1
v,
9

v

ﬂ L)
X |y GIERERERIAE
Aol N CHERERIDIE
G nin|2| 0|0 "°
PN i |23 R
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-v%%%

o ANSWERS T0: PLURAL ENDINGS )

&

Jb}

.% .
%

Change these words from the singular to the plural.

* Some of them are from the NTM23 prayer.
e They all follow the normal rules. (None of them are exceptions.)

Plural Singular

0791 boi1 .
nima3 A2 2
Sl 12in 3
0° 710K TOR 4
.ﬂWTW" HYQW" 5
027 29 6
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2.

.7 Below is a list of English words or phrases. All of them are from the
IT'I'I’D?\ blessing.
I

Use your '[1'7?3 to help you find the Hebrew translation of these
words in the prayer. All have one of these prefixes: 2, ‘P, or .

Write the Hebrew word and its translation under its prefix
below.

forever with compassion to save

and keeping and freeing to give life

and healing and faithfully with loving-kindness -
and who

U T SR W R D

Word eyl ) alrdal
Translation with compassion forever and keeping
Word Ton2 Ran mUoraY
Translation  with loving-kindness to save and freeing
Word nina? XM
Translation to give life and healing
Word TR
Translation and faithfuly
Word Ak
Translation and who
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Find all of these words in the NiM123

blessing below.

* Underline 6 words with a prefix that means “and” in red.
* Underline 2 words with a prefix that means “with” in blue.
» Underline 3 words with a prefix that means “to” or “for” in

orange

* Circle 3 different words with the root 17717 in green.
(Remember that the i1 at the end can disappear!)

* Circle 2 words with the root ¥"¥™ in purple.
(Remember that the * at the beginning can disappear!)

 Circle 2 words with the root I"R"X in brown.

« Circle 2 words with the root 77272

in red.

SITR 0PI P(i23)InR
YYin? )27 AR Yo0/0nn(mm) o
Ow37 T7im g 2wt

22103 P20/0° ()

brichitali~K
om0 )Po%on 3

'

0°90i1 i
0°2in X9
OO R 7

5
6

Aoy 3w (N popm s

(nimaz py3a Ana n o

2 i oM 1o

(g g (o) o 77n 1

227/ (nP?) N (TeRa)) 12
230/2nman(em) AR 2 a3
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The traditional version of the N33 uses this phrase three times:

QR mon
(God) gives life to the dead

The Reform prayer book, Gates of Prayer, replaces those words with:
297 mon
(God) gives life to everything

In both versions, the idea is that God's power brings life. Even in ways that seem

impossible to human beings, God can restore (bring back) life to things or people.

That idea is called resurrection.

Can you think of examples of resurrection that you have seen or heard about?

These are up to you.

_ ANSWERS T0: RESURRECTION )

“idl——1 ACTIVITY 1 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE
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The standard traditional idea of resurrection is that at the “end of days”
God will bring back to life all the dead who were righteous. Their souls will
return to their bodies, and flesh will grow back on them! That is the basic
meaning of 0”117 7177, restoring life to the dead.

Still, the idea of God giving life to the dead/everything can be difficult to
understand and accept. Jewish philosophers have described different ways
that we can think about something that is dead being brought back, or
restored, to life:

1 This phrase could mean that the “soul” is deathless. There are
different Jewish views of what happens to our “souls” after
death. We have traditions that believe that after we die:

¢ We live on in our loved ones’ memories and in

our deeds.
* Our souls enter a different “realm” and stay
with God.
* Qur souls continue to reincarnate (be
reborn in new bodies) until they reach
true righteousness.

These are all Jewish views, and they are all
ways to think of God restoring us to life. Do any of the Jewish
views you know about make sense or feel right to you?

This answer will be personal. Answers can be based on those given

above or on others that students are aware of. Teachers should

guide students if they need help with Jewish views.

“e—l——, ACTIVITY 1 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE
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2 God can awaken the dead to new life. Have you ever heard of a
very ill person in a coma who eventually woke up? What about
someone who was very depressed or suffered a horrible personal
tragedy and then recovered? How is that like someone “dead”
being revived? Do you think that D1 iR could refer to that?
Make an argument for or against.

In this case, “giving life to the dead” can be seen as a metaphor, a

symbol of someone in a “lifeless” state, but not actually dead. Your

opinion will be up to you, but you should give serious arguments for

or E-i{:,]?'.l."l':'%T.

=, ACTIVITY 1 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE
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To the ancient people of Israel (and many of us today!) the
changing seasons with the renewal of life each spring are a
great miracle. Part of the prayer says, 12¥ il nJmy o,
“And (God) keeps faith with those who sleep in dust,” referring
to people who are dead. A seed can “sleep in the dust” all winter,
but when the rain comes, God can awaken the seed and bring it
back to life. Are there other “wonders” in the world that could
“prove” God brings back life?

Some people believe that the fact that we wake up each morning

after our sleep is a miracle, a sort of coming back to life. You might

think of many more examples like that.

Now go back to the first page. Can you add anything to your list
of examples of resurrection?

How would YOU explain the phrase 0°I12 71201, “(God) gives
life to the dead/everything”?

Your answer may be a combination of the traditional explanation of

resurrection, one of the three explanations above, and your own

interpretation. Good luck!
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ANSWERS 70: LEARNING FROM GOD )

The NiM13 tells us that God

CI"‘?EIﬂJ Taio supports the falling
o217 X1 and heals the sick
O OR PR and frees the prisoners

We are also told in the Torah that we are made D‘ﬂ'??i DI?KJ, “in the
image of God.” There are many things that we can do to imitate and to
partner with God to make the world work better. When we do these
activities, we are doing m'.::rg, “mitzvot.” Each of the phrases from the
m'l’llél below tells what God does. Next to it, write how you can imi-
tate God and behave in a way that will “restore life” to the world.

To O*241 XD, heal the sick, I can: Some ideas: visit people who are ill,

learn to care for people who are ill, give tzedakah to research or hospitals,

say prayers for sick people.

To D"‘?Qu 10, support the falling, I can: Some ideas: be supportive

when your friend needs help, give tzedakah to causes that help people in

need, be aware of what is going on in the world and where there are people

and causes that need attention.

To O NOX 7’1, free the prisoners, I can: Some ideas: be aware of

countries that do not treat people fairly and keep them in prison; there are

organizations that monitor human rights and ask for your support. (Prisoners

don't have to be people in prisons. Think about children who don't get a

good education; they can be prisoners of ignorance their entire lives. It can

be our obligation to free them from ignorance by making sure that they get a

good education!)

Ramah 10-12 99

D

%

-9%3

&
s
,b %

%

Mitkadem Ramah 12 « Written by Cheri Ellowitz Silver « Artwork by Mira Scharf - Designed by Itzhack Shelomi « Copyright £ 2004 by UR] Press « www.urjpress.com



To 7002 O™ '?3'?;?;, support life with loving-kindness, I can: Some

ideas: take care of animals, try to find shelter for homeless people, try to

speak kindly to all people.

To 53[? i°0n, give life to everything, I can: Some ideas: plant gardens,

create beautiful living spaces, help needy children get a good education, try

to stop violence wherever you can.
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ANSWERS 10: BIG IDEAS ) Y b
-

The ni'n:g is filled with very big and complicated ideas. Review the
TR0 and ﬂ'?ﬂ!] *127 sections to answer these questions.

1. What is the main theme of the NTM23 blessing? Use words from

the blessing in your answer. The blessing tells the power of God in

the world. The most emphasized and amazing of God's powers is that

God “gives life to the dead (or to everything),” '?'DG/D"D?Q .

2. What does “resurrection” mean traditionally? Give one example of

a modern interpretation of resurrection, 1€ fraditional idea of

resurrection is that at the “end of days” God will bring back to life all the

dead who were righteous. Their souls will return to their bodies, and

flesh will grow back on them! That is the simple meaning of

Q°NR 1201, restoring life to the dead. Different examples of modern

interpretations of resurrection are: (1) Our souls live on after the body

dies. This can be in another dimension (what some may call heaven), in

the memories of our loved ones, or even through reincarnation. (2)

People can live through a tragedy or iliness and experience a kind of

“rebirth” in their lifetime. (3) Throughout our lifetime we experience and

witness rebirth in the life cycle and rhythm of life; in springtime, with

nature reviving; in awakening each morning; in the birth of children; etc.
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3. What does 137X mean? What does it have to do with the .m'l’ll.’}

blessing? It means “faith,” and it is one of the important themes in the

blessing. The most important ideas require faith to believe, because

there is no proof that God does these things. 7131X is particularly

important to the concept of ]'?DEI/D"IJQ 112111, restoring life to the

dead/everything, expected to come at the end of days.

4. What actions does God take in the blessing that people can do as

nixn: God heals the sick, supports the falling, frees the prisoners,

and supports life with loving-kindness. These are all Ni¥7

that people can do!
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