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Teacher’s Guide
Ramah 19

,�C©a«�k v̈r¨y�p©v©v ,If§r�C

The v¨r¨y�p©v blessings, ,�C©a«�k v¨r¨y�p©v©v ,If§r�C, are a unique pair of blessings in that they are two
of the few blessings that we utter before and after a religious act. They are also notable in that
the regular reading of ,Ir¨y�p©v on Shabbat and festival holidays is a practice with unclear origins
and is regarded as the second, less important part of the Torah service.

Nevertheless, within these blessings lies a key to the messages of the prophets, who shared
the often uncomfortable message with whomever would listen that being is not enough—we
must rise to be better and to make the world better. The call to chosenness that we as a com-
munity respond to in the affirmative when echoing the one who blesses the Torah reading is
laden with responsibilities and standards of action. Justice is ours to pursue, to uphold, and to
defend.

This unit will address technicalities of language and grammar in these blessings, just as
your students have come to expect from Mitkadem. But do not let these “Big Ideas” go unno-
ticed and undiscussed.

In this unit, the Reform versions of these blessings are offered. If your synagogue does not
use a Reform siddur, you will need to find a copy of the second blessing for your students to
use as a reference and to learn from throughout the unit, but especially during the v¨th¦r§e and
eUS§e¦S sections. Also, you will probably want to find another recording of the second haftarah
blessing for your students to learn from and practice with. 

This unit does go into much detail as to why the Reform version is a compiled version. If
your synagogue uses a different version, take this as an opportunity to discuss the differences
between the two versions (see Objective 9 below). Allow students to compare and contrast dif-
ferent versions and talk about the differences and the implications of those differences. 

OBJECTIVES

The students will be able to:

1. Read the blessings before and after the v¨r¨y�p©v with no more than five errors. (Each
school should choose which version of the blessings after the reading their students
should learn—the version in the v¨n¨r or a different version in their congregation’s
siddur.)
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2. Chant blessings before and after the v¨r¨y�p©v fluently, alone or with a partner. (Each
school should choose which version of the blessings after the reading their students
should learn—the version in the v¨n¨r or a different version in their congregation’s
siddur.)

3. Find the words in the blessings that contain and translate the roots e-s-m' s-c-g
(new) and r-c-s' b-n-t' r-j-c' J-s-e (review).

4. Find and translate words with the prefixes v' C' U' u' k.

5. Find and create words with the masculine possessive I■ or uh■ ending (i.e., IN�g' IS�c�g'
uḧr�c§S).

6. Examine and conjugate words in the present tense paal and pi-eil forms (i.e., r¥jIC'
r�C©s§n).

7. Review the characteristics of long and short blessings (which haven’t appeared since
v¨n¨r 6), and apply them to the v¨r¨y�p©v blessings.

8. Survey the ideas on how the prophets came to be read on Shabbat.

9. Comprehend that there have been different versions of the v¨r¨y�p©v blessings through
time, and identify which one their congregation uses.

10. Examine the meaning and importance of the key ideas—,¤n¡t' v²bUn¡t' v¨tUc±b' v¨rIT'
,�C©J—in the blessings.

11. In an artistic format (e.g., writing, art, dance), “thank and praise” God for one or two
of the concepts in item 10 above.

12. Explore different attributes of God in the blessings and how we, created in God’s
image, can emulate them.

Note

v�K�p§T h¥r�c¦S Activity 2 might be difficult for some students to understand. These are five
“Big Ideas” that appear (but do not originate) in the v¨r¨y�p©v blessings. Some of these will be
straightforward, especially if you have been using Mitkadem for some time. Perhaps the two
most challenging ideas will be “truth” and “prophecy.” The latter has appeared a few other
times in Mitkadem, but the former has not appeared in this way before. The idea is that the
“Truth” is absolute and infallible, but “truth” is what we all know and believe. Jews, by and
large, do not believe that Judaism has the Truth, but many important truths that reflect and
even complement the Truth.

Additional Supplies

v¨th¦r§e: If your synagogue does not use a Reform siddur or uses a different version of the
second blessing—after the v¨r¨y�p©v reading—you will need to make copies of the version your
synagogue uses for your students. You will also need to find a recording of this blessing read
and chanted for your students to learn from and practice with.
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v¨th¦r§e Activity 4: Red, green, and yellow pens, crayons, or colored pencils.

eUS§e¦S Activities 1 & 4: At least six different colors of pens, markers, crayons, or colored
pencils.

v�K�p§T h¥r�c¦S Activity 3: Art supplies, a larger space to move around, paper and pencils, or
even something to record themselves, depending on what students choose to do. It would be
helpful if you pointed this activity out to your students when you give them the v¨n¨r, so that they
will have time to think about it and you will have time to help provide them with the necessary
resources.

Flashcards

Teachers can copy the following pages on card stock for each student if desired, although these
are included in the oh�K¦n r�mIt (Activity 3) section of this v¨n¨r.

• If your students are keeping a flashcard iIK¦n, they will use the cards in each v¨n¨r to
build a iIK¦n. (See page 12 of Teacher’s Guide Introduction Packet under “Student
Materials: Milon” for description.) You may notice that you begin to get duplicate words,
because ,In̈r sometimes repeat vocabulary. This is intentional, since each school has the
option of choosing which ,In̈r to cover. What may be a duplicate for one school will be
a first-time vocabulary word for another. Just advise your students to discard any flash-
cards that are duplicates. 

• If your students are keeping a machberet milon, they can use the pages as flash-
cards to review and drill vocabulary.
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,¤n¡t oh¦th�c±b

s�c�g

e¤s�m

r¥jIC

o�g

Cut apart the words

,IrIS eh¦S�m
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prophets truth

chooses

nation,
people

servant

justice

Cut apart the words

righteous generations
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r�C©s§n i¨n¡t®b

,�C©J

b-n-t

v¨�ªs§e

v¨sIc�g

Cut apart the words

r-c-s r-j-c
Root

Root

Root
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faithful speaks

holiness

service,
prayer

Shabbat

believe,
have  faith

Cut apart the words

choose speak
Root

Root

Root
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e-s-m s-c-g

///C

///u o r  

///U

J-s-e

///k

Cut apart the words

aI■ o r  uh■ ///v

Root

Root Root

Prefix Prefix

PrefixSuffix

Root
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serve,  
worship

do  right,
be just

be holy,
make holy

to,  for

in, with,
by

and

Cut apart the words

the his
(belongs to him)

Root

Root Prefix

prefix Prefix

Prefix Prefix

Root
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Student ________________________________________ Date __________

i¨j�c¦n
Ramah 19 ,�C©a«�k v̈r¨y�p©v©v ,If§r�C

USE THE COPY OF THE PRAYERS ON PAGE 25 TO ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS:

1. Find words in the prayers with these roots, and fill in the chart:

2. Underline two words with the prefix that means “in,” “with,” or “by.”

3. Circle two words with the prefix that means “to” or “for.”

4. Find the three words with the suffix that means “his.” Write them below, and trans-
late the entire word.

Word Translation

Word Translation

Word Translation
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Word in the Prayer Meaning of the Root Root

r-j-c

r-c-s

s-c-g

e-s-m

J-s-e



5. In the table below, write the root of each verb, wheter it is a pi-eil or paal verb, and how
you know which form it is.

6. Why is haftarah read on Shabbat after the Torah reading?

7. Which Big Idea found in the haftarah blessings is the most important, and why?
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Hebrew verb Root Pi-eil or Paal How do you know?

r�C©s§n©v

r¥nIt¨v

r¥jIC©v

o¯H©e§nU
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Blessing before the Haftarah Reading:

'o�kIg̈v Q�k�¤n Ubh�¥vO¡t ²h±h v̈T©t QUr�C .1

'oh�cIy oh¦th�c±b�C r©j�C r¤J£t .2

o¤vh¥r�c¦s�c v�m¨r±u .3

/,¤n¡t�C oh¦r¨n¡t®B©v .4

'²h±h v̈T©t QUr�C .5

v¨rIT�C r¥jIC©v .6

'IS�c�g v¤Jn�cU .7

'IN�g k¥t¨r§G°h�cU .8

/e¤s��m²u ,¤n¡t¨v h¥th�c±b�cU .9

Blessing after the Haftarah Reading:

'o�kIg̈v Q�k�¤¤n Ubh�¥vO¡t ²h±h v̈T©t QUr�C .1

'oh¦n�kIg̈v k ��F rUm .2

',IrIS©v k ��f�C eh¦S�m .3

'v¤G«g±u r¥nIt¨v 'ïn¡t®B©v k¥t¨v .4

'o¯H©e§nU r�C©s§n©v .5

/e¤s��m²u ,¤n¡t uh¨r�c§S k ��F¤J .6

'v̈sIc�g¨v k�g±u 'v̈rIT©v k�g .7

'v®Z©v ,�C©�©v oIh k�g±u 'oh¦th�c±B©v k�g±u .8

'Ubh�¥vO¡t ²h±h Ub�¤�K ¨T�©,²B¤J .9

'v̈jUb§n�k±u v̈�ªs§e�k .10

/,¤r�̈©t�p¦,�kU sIc�f�k .11

'Ubh�¥vO¡t ²h±h k«F©v k�g .12

'Q�k oh¦sIn Ub§j�©b£t .13

'Q¨,It oh�f§r�c§nU .14

h©j k ��F h�p�C W§n¦J Q©r�C§,°h .15

/s�g²u o�kIg�k sh¦n¨T .16

/,�C©�©v J¥S©e§n '²h±h v̈T©t QUr�C .17

,�C©J�k v¨r¨y�p©v©v ,If§r�C



Student ________________________________________ Date __________

i¨j�c¦n
Ramah 19 ,�C©a«�k v̈r¨y�p©v©v ,If§r�C

USE THE COPY OF THE PRAYERS ON PAGE 25 TO ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS:

1. Find words in the prayers with these roots, and fill in the chart:

2. Underline two words with the prefix that means “in,” “with,” or “by.”

3. Circle two words with the prefix that means “to” or “for.”

4. Find the three words with the suffix that means “his.” Write them below, and trans-
late the entire word.

Word Translation

Word Translation

Word Translation
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ANSWER SHEET

Word in the Prayer Meaning of the Root Root

r¥jIC©v to choose r-j-c

r�C©s§n©v to speak r-c-s

IS�c�g to serve,  worship s-c-g

e¤s��m²u o r  eh¦S�m t o  do  right, be just e-s-m

J¥S©e§n o r  v¨�ªs§e�k to be holy,  make holy J-s-e

uḧr�c§S His (God’s )  words

IS�c�g His (God’s) servant

IN�g His (God’s) people/nation



5. In the table below, write the root of each verb, whether it is a pi-eil or paal verb, and
how you know which form it is.

6. Why is v¨r¨y�p©v read on Shabbat after the Torah reading?

7. Which Big Idea found in the haftarah blessings is the most important, and why?
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The haftarah is chanted as a conclusion to the Torah service and highlights themes

found in the weekly Torah portion. The haftarah reading comes from the books of

the Prophets.

Hebrew verb Root Pi-eil or Paal How do you know?

r�C©s§n©v r-c-s pi-eil The  v is a prefix,
and the word begins with a n.

r¥nIt¨v r-n-t paal
The  v is a prefix, and there is

a n  I between the f irst and 
second root letter.

r¥jIC©v r-j-c paal
The  v is a prefix, and there is

a n  I between the first and
second root letter.

o¯H©e§nU n-h-e pi-eil The  U is a prefix,
and the word begins with a n.

This is the opinion of the student. But i t  is important that he or she give s  a  

good reason for believing that this Big Idea is the most important.
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Blessing before the Haftarah Reading:

'o�kIg̈v Q�k�¤n Ubh�¥vO¡t ²h±h v̈T©t QUr�C .1

'oh�cIy oh¦th�c±b�C r©j�C r¤J£t .2

o¤vh¥r�c¦s�c v�m¨r±u .3

/,¤n¡t�C oh¦r̈n¡t®B©v .4

'²h±h v̈T©t QUr�C .5

v¨rIT�C r¥jIC©v .6

'IS�c�g v¤Jn�cU .7

'IN�g k¥t¨r§G°h�cU .8

/e¤s��m²u ,¤n¡t¨v h¥th�c±b�cU .9

Blessing after the Haftarah Reading:

'o�kIg̈v Q�k�¤¤n Ubh�¥vO¡t ²h±h v̈T©t QUr�C .1

'oh¦n�kIg̈v k ��F rUm .2

',IrIS©v k ��f�C eh¦S�m .3

'v¤G«g±u r¥nIt¨v 'ïn¡t®B©v k¥t¨v .4

'o¯H©e§nU r�C©s§n©v .5

/e¤s��m²u ,¤n¡t uh¨r�c§S k ��F¤J .6

'v̈sIc�g¨v k�g±u 'v̈rIT©v k�g .7

'v®Z©v ,�C©�©v oIh k�g±u 'oh¦th�c±B©v k�g±u .8

'Ubh�¥vO¡t ²h±h Ub�¤�K ¨T�©,²B¤J .9

'v̈jUb§n�k±u v̈�ªs§e�k .10

/,¤r�̈©t�p¦,�kU sIc�f�k .11

'Ubh�¥vO¡t ²h±h k«F©v k�g .12

'Q�k oh¦sIn Ub§j�©b£t .13

'Q¨,It oh�f§r�c§nU .14

h©j k ��F h�p�C W§n¦J Q©r�C§,°h .15

/s�g²u o�kIg�k sh¦n¨T .16

/,�C©�©v J¥S©e§n '²h±h v̈T©t QUr�C .17

,�C©J�k v¨r¨y�p©v©v ,If§r�C



Teacher’s Guide
Ramah 20
,h¦Jt¥r�C ,©th¦¦r§e

The central purpose of this v¨n¨r is to become acquainted with Torah reading and begin to
acquire the skills necessary to translate your students’ existing Hebrew skills into Torah read-
ing skills.

Second—though not less important than the first task of this v¨n¨r—it attempts to teach
your students a little bit about why we read Torah publicly and what Torah study can look like
when you are well acquainted with the language and usage of the Hebrew found in the Torah.

Your students will need encouragement to practice both reading and chanting. While the
purpose of this v¨n¨r is not to teach Torah cantillation, it does attempt to teach how trope sym-
bols are used and even, to some degree, how they sound. Any knowledge that you or someone
in your school has regarding Torah trope would be a welcome addition to their individual class
work. Feel free to plan for a visit from the cantor or someone else who knows trope. Even
though the whole class will not be working on this v¨n¨r at the same time, a special session on
trope would be interesting and of benefit to the whole class. 

It is our hope that reading Torah publicly is seen not only as something that a young boy
or girl does when he or she becomes bar/bat mitzvah, but also as a great communal honor.
Reading Torah should be appreciated for participating in a great tradition that is thousands
of years old and not solely as a public testament to a child’s acquired Hebrew skills. Anything
you as a teacher can do to reinforce this will only complement this v¨n¨r and the learning of
your students.

Objectives

The students will be able to:

1. Read Genesis 1:1–8 without vowels, with no more than six errors.

2. Chant Genesis 1:1–8 fluently alone or with a friend.

3. Find the words in the reading that contain and translate the roots t-r-e' v-t-r (new)
and t-r-c' r-n-t' k-s-c' v-G-g (review).

4. Examine the roots v-G-g and v-t-r and how the v frequently “falls off” the end. 

5. Identify the common biblical grammatical pattern of and translate the words r¤nt«H³u'
k¥S�c³H³u' t¨r§e°H³u' t§r³H³u.

6. Identify occurrences of and translate the preposition ih�C.

Ramah 19–21 29



7. Explain the trope system.

8. Use a few trope symbols in chanting a Torah or liturgical phrase.

9. Examine texts that discuss or differ in their determination of the meaning of the word
,h¦Jt¥r�C.

10. Scrutinize the word ,h¦Jt¥r�C for its possible meanings (e.g., “in the beginning,” “when
God began to create”).

11. Write a paragraph about their views regarding the idea that God created the world by
“speaking” or with words.

Additional Supplies

v¨th¦r§e Activity 1: one blue and one red highlighter, marker, or pen

v¨th¦¦r§e Activity 2: listening station with the appropriate Mitkadem CD (Genesis 1:1–8
chanted and read, in addition to a few short trope exercises)

oh�K¦n r�mIt Activity 1: markers or pens in the following colors: red, orange, yellow, green,
blue, and purple

oh��K¦n r�mIt Activity 3: scissors, glue or tape, and sheets of scrap paper (whole sheets)

eUS§e¦S Activity 1: a highlighter of any color
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Student ________________________________________ Date __________

i¨j�c¦n
Ramah 20 ,h¦Jt¥r�C ,©th¦¦r§e

1. When is the Torah read publicly?

2. Where can a Torah be read publicly?

3. What do you need in order to read the Torah publicly? (Hint: Who must be present?)

4. Write the number of the Hebrew word or root in the space next to the matching
English translation.

______ to see t-r-c 1

______ to separate ,h¦Jt¥r�C 2

______ to call (by name) Q¤Jj 3

______ sky, heavens t-r-e 4

______ light o°h©n̈J 5

______ land v-t-r 6

______ to create k-s-c 7

______ darkness rIt 8

______ at the beginning .¤r¤t 9
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5. USE THE COPY OF THE TORAH PORTION ON PAGE 45 TO ANSWER QUES-
TIONS 5–6:

6. Translate the following phrases from the Torah portion:

Q¤Jj©v ih�cU rIt¨v ih�C oh¦vO¡t k¥S�c³H³u

oh¦vO¡t t¨r�C ,h¦Jt¥r�C

rIt�h¦v±h³u rIt�h¦v±h oh¦vO¡t r¤nt«H³u

7. How did God create the world? What does this teach you about the world we live in?

Word in Torah Meaning of the Root Root

v-t-r

t-r-e

t-r-c

v-«a-g
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j�t:t ,h¦Jt¥r�C
oh·¦vO¡t t�¨r�C ,h�¦Jt¥r�C .1

:.¤r�̈t¨v ,�¥t±u o°h�©n¨�©v ,�¥t .2

Uv«ºc²u �Uv«	, v�¨,±h�̈v .¤r
¨t¨v±u .3

oI·v§, h�¯b�P�k�g Q¤J�j±u .4

:o°h�¤N̈©v h�¯b�P�k�g ,p�¤j©r§n ohº¦vO¡t ©jU�r±u .5

:rI�t�h¦v±h�³u rI·t�h¦v±h oh�¦vO¡t r¤nt«�H³u .6

cI·y�h�F rI�t¨v�,¤t oh�¦vO¡t t§r�³H³u .7

:Q¤J�j©v ih��cU rI�t¨v ih��C ohº¦vO¡t k�¥S�c³H³u .8

v�k±h·�k ẗr�¨e Q¤J�j�k±u oIºh �rIt�k | oh�¦vO¡t t	¨r§e°H³u .9

:s�̈j¤t oI�h r¤e«�c�h¦v±h�³u c¤r�g�h¦v±h�³u .10

o°h·¨N©v QI�,�C �gh�¦e¨r h�¦v±h ohº¦vO¡t r¤nt«�H³u .11

:o°h�̈n�k o°h�©n ih��C khº¦S�c©n h�¦vh°u .12

k
¥S�c³H³u ¸�gh¦ër�¤¨v�,¤t �oh¦vO¡t G�g�³H³u .13

o°hº©N©v ih��cU �ghº¦ër�¤�k ,©j�©T¦n �r¤J£t �o°h	©N©v ih��C .14

:i��f�h¦v±h�©u �gh·¦ër��k k��g¥n r�¤J£t .15

o°h·¨n¨J �gh�¦ër��k oh�¦vO¡t t�¨r§e°H³u .16

:h�°b¥J oI�h r¤e«�c�h¦v±h�³u c¤r�g�h¦v±h�³u .17

hbp kg laju uvcu uv, v,hv .rtvu .rtv ,tu ohnav ,t ohvkt trc ,hatrc

ohvkt trhu rut hvhu rut hvh ohvkt rnthu ohnv hbp kg ,pjrn ohvkt juru ouv,

lajku ouh rutk ohvkt trehu lajv ihcu rutv ihc ohvkt kschu cuy hf rutv ,t

hvhu ohnv lu,c gher hvh ohvkt rnthu sjt ouh rec hvhu crg hvhu vkhk tre

gherk ,j,n rat ohnv ihc kschu gherv ,t ohvkt aghu ohnk ohn ihc khscn

rec hvhu crg hvhu ohna gherk ohvkt trehu if hvhu gherk kgn rat ohnv ihcu

hba ouh 



Student ________________________________________ Date __________

i¨j�c¦n
Ramah 20 ,h¦Jt¥r�C ,©th¦¦r§e

1. When is the Torah read publicly?

2. Where can a Torah be read publicly?

3. What do you need in order to read the Torah publicly? (Hint: Who must be present?)

4. Write the number of the Hebrew word or root in the space next to the matching
English translation.

______ to see t-r-c 1

______ to separate ,h¦Jt¥r�C 2

______ to call (by name) Q¤Jj 3

______ sky, heavens t-r-e 4

______ light o°h©n̈J 5

______ land v-t-r 6

______ to create k-s-c 7

______ darkness rIt 8

______ at the beginning .¤r¤t 9
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ANSWER SHEET

The  Torah is read publicly on Monday  a n d  Thursday mornings and on Shabbat.

Torah can be read in any public place as long as it is a respectful place and the

Torah will receive the honor i t  is due.

A  minyan of ten adults is needed to read Torah publicly on any  o f the days that  

Torah is read.

6

7

4

5

8

9

1

3

2



5. USE THE COPY OF THE TORAH PORTION ON PAGE 45 TO ANSWER QUES-
TIONS 5–6:

6. Translate the following phrases from the Torah portion:

Q¤Jj©v ih�cU rIt¨v ih�C oh¦vO¡t k¥S�c³H³u

oh¦vO¡t t¨r�C ,h¦Jt¥r�C

rIt�h¦v±h³u rIt�h¦v±h oh¦vO¡t r¤nt«H³u

7. How did God create the world? What does this teach you about the world we live in?
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Word in Torah Meaning of the Root Root

t§r³H³u to see v-t-r

t¨r¨e o r  t¨r§e°H³u to call  (by name) t-r-e

t¨r�C to create t-r-c

G�g³H³u to do, make v-«a-g

God separated between the l ight and the darkness

At the beginning of God’s creating/In the beginning God created

God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light

God created the world through speaking. Fo r  example,  God said,  “Let there be

light,” and light was created. This is a reminder that our world  was created with

words and our world continues to f ind power  i n  words. Words can save or destroy

a person’s l i fe.





Teacher’s Guide
Ramah 21

v²u§e¦T©v

In this v¨n¨r students learn to read and sing v²u§e¦T©v, but more than that, they grapple with the ide-
ology of Zionism and what its meaning is for us today. Is v²u§e¦T©v the national anthem of Israel or
of Jewish people everywhere? What does it mean to be a Zionist today and how do our ancient
texts guide us in our understanding of these concepts? Hopefully, this v¨n¨r will inspire students
to true understanding and connection each time they join in the singing of this very moving
national hymn.

Objectives

The students will be able to:

1. Read v²u§e¦T©v with no more than two errors.

2. Sing v²u§e¦T©v fluently alone or with a friend.

3. Find the words that contain and translate the new root v-u-e.

4. Identify and explain the directional ending v �■.

5. Differentiate between prefix vocalizations that do and do not include the definite arti-
cle “the” (bet and lamed with patach versus sh’va).

6. Clarify the development and meaning of the word “Zionism.”

7. Generate their own definition of “Zionism” that has meaning for them today.

8. Examine ancient and modern texts that trace the Jewish people’s historical and emo-
tional connection with Jerusalem.

9. Create an artistic expression of the Jewish people’s continuing love for Zion and vision
toward the east.

10. Justify why v²u§e¦T©v has meaning as an anthem for Jews everywhere, no matter where
they live.

Additional Supplies

v¨n̈S§e©v Activity 1: siddur.
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v¨th¦r§e Activities 3 & 4: listening center.

oh�K¦n r�mIt Activity 3: scissors, envelope for storage.

v�K�p§T h¥r�c¦S Activity 2: For the j¨r±z¦n: colored pencils, markers, or crayons, calligraphy
pens, tissue paper, art paper, glue, and scissors. For the poem: nice paper and pens for copying
the poem once completed. A bulletin board may be designated to display these items.

Flashcards

Teachers can copy the following pages on card stock for each student. 

• If your students are keeping a flashcard iIK¦n, they will use the cards in each v¨n¨r to
build a iIK¦n. (See page 12 of Teacher’s Guide Introduction Packet under “Student
Materials: Milon” for description.) You may notice that you begin to get duplicate words,
because ,In̈r sometimes repeat vocabulary. This is intentional, since each school has the
option of choosing which ,In̈r to cover. What may be a duplicate for one school will be
a first-time vocabulary word for another. Just advise your students to discard any flash-
cards that are duplicates. 

• If your students are keeping a machberet milon, they can use the pages as flash-
cards to review and drill vocabulary. 
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o°h�P�k©t ;�k¤t

h¦J�p �©j

o°h�k¨JUr±h

.¤r¤t

h¦sUv±h

Cut apart the words

c�c�k' c�k k �©F

Ramah 19–21 51



Ramah 19–21 52

a thousand two  
thousand

land, earth

Jew

free

Jerusalem

Cut apart the words

al l ,  
everything heart
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J�p®b j¨r±z¦n

i°h�g

v¨nh°b�P

sIg

o�g

Cut apart the words

v¨nh¦s¨e iIH�m
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east soul, spirit

yet, still

nation,
people

eye

inward,
within

Cut apart the words

Zion,
Israel eastward
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v²u§e¦T
oh°b¨a' v²b¨J
(,Ib§J)

///C

Ub■

v-u-e

///v

Cut apart the words

a v�■

Prefix Root

Suffix Prefix

Suffix
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year,
years hope

hope

the

in, with,
by

us, our

Cut apart the words

An ending that
means moving

toward something

Root Prefix

Prefix Suffix

Suffix
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jeremypoisson
Typewritten Text



Student ________________________________________ Date __________

i¨j�c¦n
Ramah 21 v²u§e¦T©v

USE THE COPY OF THE SONG ON PAGE 73 TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 1–3:

1. The J¤r«J v-u-e means _______________.

Find two words in the Israeli national anthem with that root, and write them below:

2. Find the word that translates as “in the heart,” and write it below:

Change it so that it says just “in heart” or “with heart”:

3. Find all the words that have anything to do with direction, and write them below:

4. Match the Hebrew and English phrases. (There is one extra Hebrew phrase.)

1. the hope of two thousand years ______ h¦sUv±h J�p®b

2. a Jewish spirit ______ h¦J�p �©j o�g ,Ih§v�k

3. an eye to Zion ______ c�c�K�C sIg k �©F

4. to be a free people ______ o°h�P�k©t ,Ib§J v²u§e¦T©v

5. in our land, the land of Zion ______ iIH�m .¤r¤t Ub�m§r©t�C

______ iIH�m�k i°h�g
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jeremypoisson
Typewritten Text

jeremypoisson
Typewritten Text

jeremypoisson
Typewritten Text

jeremypoisson
Typewritten Text

jeremypoisson
Typewritten Text
75

jeremypoisson
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jeremypoisson
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5. What is the definition of Zionism?

6. Below are several quotations from v¨n¨r 21 about Israel and Zionism. Circle one or two
that you think help us understand what Zionism means for us today. Explain why the
quote is important.

a. “Palestine [Israel] is our unforgettable historic homeland. . . . [There] we shall live at
last as free men on our own soil . . . and whatever we attempt there for our own ben-
efit will redound mightily and beneficially to the good of all mankind.” (Theodore
Herzl)

b. “Zionism is the Declaration of Jewish Independence from all kinds of slavery,
whether material or spiritual.” (Solomon Schechter)

c. “There is no Zionism except the rescue of the Jews.” (Golda Meir)

d. “ARZA endeavors to make Israel fundamental to the sacred lives and Jewish identi-
ty of Reform Jews.” (Association of Reform Zionists of America)

e. “Where is the world’s navel? It is Jerusalem.” (Midrash HaShem be-Chochmah)

f. “The Land of Israel is the holiest of all lands.” (Mishnah Keilim 1:6)

The quote I chose helps explain my views on Zionism because it says:

7. Do you think v²u§e¦T©v serves as an anthem for Jews everywhere or just as the national
anthem of Israel?

Make a case for your opinion:
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v�u§e¦T©v
v̈nh�°b�P c̈c�K�C sIg k �©F .1

v²H¦nIv h¦sUv±h J�p�®b .2

v̈nh�°s¨e j̈r±z¦n h¥,£t�p�kU .3

/v²H�pIm iIH�m�k i°h ��g .4

Ub�¥,²u§e¦T v̈s�c¨t tO sIg .5

o°h��P�k©t ,Ib§J (,�C) v²u§e¦T©v .6

Ub�¥m§r©t�C h¦J�p �©j o�g ,Ih¦§v�k .7

/o°h ��k ²JUrh�u iIH�m .¤r�®t .8
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i¨j�c¦n
Ramah 21 v²u§e¦T©v

USE THE COPY OF THE SONG ON PAGE 75 TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 1–3:

1. The J¤r«J v-u-e means _______________.

Find two words in the Israeli national anthem with that root, and write them below:

2. Find the word that translates as “in the heart,” and write it below:

Change it so that it says just “in heart” or “with heart”:

3. Find all the words that have anything to do with direction, and write them below:

4. Match the Hebrew and English phrases. (There is one extra Hebrew phrase.)

1. the hope of two thousand years ______ h¦sUv±h J�p®b

2. a Jewish spirit ______ h¦J�p �©j o�g ,Ih§v�k

3. an eye to Zion ______ c�c�K�C sIg k �©F

4. to be a free people ______ o°h�P�k©t ,Ib§J v²u§e¦T©v

5. in our land, the land of Zion ______ iIH�m .¤r¤t Ub�m§r©t�C

______ iIH�m�k i°h�g
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ANSWER SHEET

hope

Ub�¥,²u§e¦T

v²u§e¦T©v

c¨c�K�C (wi th  a  patach under the bet)

c¨c�k�C (wi th  a  sh’va under the bet)

2

4

X

1

5

3

v¨nh°b�P (inward; suffix means “moving toward something”)

v¨nh¦s¨e (eastward; suffix means “moving toward something”)

j¨r±z¦n (east)

iIH�m�k ( to or toward Zion)



5. What is the definition of Zionism?

6. Below are several quotations from v¨n¨r 21 about Israel and Zionism. Circle one or two
that you think help us understand what Zionism means for us today. Explain why the
quote is important.

a. “Palestine [Israel] is our unforgettable historic homeland. . . . [There] we shall live at
last as free men on our own soil . . . and whatever we attempt there for our own ben-
efit will redound mightily and beneficially to the good of all mankind.” (Theodore
Herzl)

b. “Zionism is the Declaration of Jewish Independence from all kinds of slavery,
whether material or spiritual.” (Solomon Schechter)

c. “There is no Zionism except the rescue of the Jews.” (Golda Meir)

d. “ARZA endeavors to make Israel fundamental to the sacred lives and Jewish identi-
ty of Reform Jews.” (Association of Reform Zionists of America)

e. “Where is the world’s navel? It is Jerusalem.” (Midrash HaShem be-Chochmah)

f. “The Land of Israel is the holiest of all lands.” (Mishnah Keilim 1:6)

The quote I chose helps explain my views on Zionism because it says:

Ramah 19–21 77

Zionism is the movement to reestablish and maintain a free, independent country  fo r  

the Jewish people in the Land of Israel. (This is the definition given  a t  t he  

beginning of the  v¨n¨r. Students may alter the definition given their study; however,  

this question does NOT ask  for the student’s definition bu t  rather “the” definition.

Therefore,  a  somewhat standard definition is sought.)

This answer will depend upon the quotation(s) and the opinions of the student.

Information from the v¨n̈S§e©v and  v�K�p§T h¥r�c¦S sections of the  v¨n¨r should emerge as

background. Students’ opinions should be grounded in basic tenets of Zionism such as:

• The need for  a  safe  haven  for Jews; the historic and persistent reality of

anti-Semitism.

• The historical homeland/religious connection of the Jewish people.

• Political reality and importance—Jews have always lived there; today it  is a poli t ical

entity established and recognized  by  world bodies.

• Jewish people have a contribution to make  to  the  world as a cultural ent i ty in 

their own country.



7. Do you think v²u§e¦T©v serves as an anthem for Jews everywhere or just as the national
anthem of Israel?

Make a case for your opinion:

Ramah 19–21 78

Students may answer either way.

Support  for the idea that v²u§e¦T©v is an anthem of Jewish people the world  over

includes ideas such as the following:

• I t  was the hope of the Jewish people for two thousand years.

• We a l l  have  ou r  eyes toward Zion. It is sti l l  our custom when we  p ray,  and  even

politically,  the Jewish people the world  over are concerned and involved in the l i fe  o f

modern Israel.

• It  talks about the “Jewish spirit” (not the Israeli spirit).

• For Jews, Israel can be an inspirat ion to us al l ,  even i f we don’t l ive there.

The Jewish people can see themselves as one a l l  over the globe, supporting each

other and the State of Israel.

Support  for the idea that v²u§e¦T©v is an anthem just for Israelis includes ideas such

as the following:

• Only the Israelis really give their l ives  for the Land of Israel now, so only they  

have  a  right to the anthem.

• Maybe those Jews in  the  world who are sti l l  mistreated and not free can sing 

“to be a free people in our land” and really mean it. But if we are l iving in free

lands, l ike the United States, and choose not to l ive in  Israel, then do we real ly 

mean it or need Israel  in the same way?

• v²u§e¦T©v can work  for al l  of us as a reminder of the historical struggle of the  

Jewish people that we all share,  bu t  we don’t necessarily all identify with it the same

way today.
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