Scenario 1

You are walking in the park and notice a trail of trash. You see candy wrappers and a bag of half-eaten pretzels. You can’t believe anyone would leave all this trash in the park. You see more litter: an empty water bottle, a used tissue, and a gum wrapper. Up ahead there’s an elderly man walking casually along the path holding a plastic bag. You notice a paper napkin fall to the ground beside him.
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Scenario 2

You are standing in the school lunch line looking at the choices for the day: chili, hot dogs, Tater Tots, coleslaw, applesauce, and cookies. Sammy, who is ahead of you in line, is wearing the coolest pair of new sneakers. You have never seen a pair like them, and you want to find out where he bought them. After you pile your tray high with food, you head off to find Sammy. Unfortunately, you are so distracted searching the cafeteria for him, that you don’t hear the teacher next to you say, “Be careful, the floor is wet.” The next thing you know, you are lying in a puddle of applesauce, and the teacher is now wearing your lunch.
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Scenario 3

The youth director asks you to join a committee to help plan an Israel celebration. You agree to help until you learn that Wendy is on the committee too. Last year, Wendy was in your science class. She always spoke out of turn, never waiting for the teacher to call on her. You spent the entire year rolling your eyes at her and talking about her behind her back to your friends. Everyone agreed she was annoying. You assume she will act the same way in this situation and start to think about backing out of your commitment.
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Scenario 4

You are visiting your grandmother, and she asks you to come down to the basement with her for a minute. You've never been in her basement; you and your cousins think it’s scary. You slowly follow Grandma down the stairs. When you reach the bottom, you see floor-to-ceiling shelves with dusty boxes. Grandma leads you to a specific shelf and asks you to climb the ladder and take down the box at the very top. You hesitate because you are afraid of falling, but you do it anyway. When you bring down the box (and blow off about two inches of dust!), Grandma tells you there’s a family heirloom inside that she wants you to have and one day pass on to your children. She opens the box...and the ugliest doll you have ever seen is staring back at you.
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Scenario 5

Your parents have very strict rules about wearing a bike helmet. Most days you don't care, but today you are riding your bike to your friend’s birthday party. After spending 45 minutes in front of the mirror perfecting your hair, the last thing you want is to put on that helmet. You know that you will get teased if you show up to the party without your trademark great hair! You put on the helmet (loosely) while riding down the driveway, carefully balancing the gift in one hand and steering with the other. But once you are out of sight, you stop and take off the helmet, dangling it from your steering hand. You realize you are so wobbly now that you wonder which is worse: smashing the gift, smashing your hair, or smashing your head?
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Scenario 6

With two crisp $20 bills tucked into your pocket, you head off to the mall. You are going to meet a new friend for a movie but are going to stop first and pick out a birthday gift for your little brother. On your way, you are deep in thought. My brother always breaks my stuff....Why do I have to get him anything?...Maybe something small....I’d rather save my money for a new iPad. While you are debating the brother birthday dilemma, you cross in front of the local grocery store and notice a man out front holding a sign: “Please Help. I’m Hungry and Homeless.”
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Scenario 7

You are sitting in the sanctuary during Shabbat morning services, and the rabbi announces it is time for silent meditation. You are thinking about the fact that you’re never quite sure what to think about during silent meditation when you hear the song "Y.M.C.A." ring out from a cell phone behind you. Everyone around you starts shushing the person, and someone across the sanctuary shouts, "Turn that thing off!" The person in front of you whispers, "Didn’t she see the sign at the door to turn off our phones?" You look over your shoulder and see the person with the cell phone turning red and close to tears. Meanwhile, you notice that a group of teens sitting nearby has started doing the “Y.M.C.A.” hand motions in their seats.
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Scenario 8

Your extended family planned its annual reunion at a state park. All of your aunts, uncles, cousins, and grandparents have packed picnic baskets for the fun family feast. Everybody is chatting and laughing; some of the kids are playing Frisbee, while others are flying kites. All of a sudden you hear a scream and look over to see Uncle Morty throwing a piece of bread with mustard on it. Aunt Edna is yelling at him: “Morty, why do you think that mustard-topped bread is the way to get rid of a bee?!” Everyone starts laughing at Uncle Morty.
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Scenario 9

You are on a trip to Israel with twelve families from your congregation. There are people of many generations on your trip. Sometimes it’s awkward to be on the bus with other people’s grandparents; for example, when Sophie’s grandmother, “MawMaw Miriam,” keeps whispering to your grandfather every time the group gets off the bus, “this is a total polygon.”  You have heard her say it to him at least five times in the last 48 hours, and each time your grandfather shakes his head and grins. After the third day of hearing MawMaw Miriam say this, you finally approach your dad and ask him what she means when she says “getting off the bus is a polygon.” Your dad laughs and says, “She’s saying ‘balagan’, which in Hebrew means ‘chaos.’ She’s not saying polygon. That’s funny. I can’t wait to tell them all that’s what you thought.”
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Scenario 10

You have always wanted to dye your hair dark purple. Your parents say that you must pay for it yourself and must have a professional hairdresser do it. After asking a few friends to loan you the money (and getting rejected each time), your friend Jamie says, “I’ll pay you if you do my homework for a week.” Wow, that’s an interesting idea! Maybe you could offer to do chores for several friends in exchange for payment. You have worked hard for four weeks. Secretly cleaning people’s bedrooms (and finding some yucky messes), walking their dogs (and cleaning up after them!), and doing homework for others, you have saved up the $85 you need. You tell your mom you have the money and ask her to please drive you to the mall salon. She asks, “Where did you get all that money?”

© 2014 Behrman House, Inc.
Visit www.behrmanhouse.com or call 800-221-2755 

to purchase Jewish Values Challenge Playing Cards
Scenario 11

At summer camp, you and your bunkmates have become very close. Late one night, you start coming up with ideas for practical jokes to play on other cabins. A bunkmate dares you to sneak over to the camp kitchen and bring back a giant roll of plastic wrap. You don’t feel good about doing it but want to be part of the bunk bonding. Someone else sneaks into the art room and snags some clear packing tape. With supplies in hand, two of your other bunkmates sneak over to the oldest boys’ bunk, where they cover the entire front door with plastic wrap. Very early the next morning, two girls sneak out to film the hilarity on their iPhones. When the boys rush out of the cabin to head to breakfast, the first one hits the plastic wrap and bounces back, the second trips over him, and the third goes flying down the front stairs. All of it is captured on video.
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Scenario 12

Your youth group is in charge of planning the Purim carnival. You agree to design some of the games. You start making a checklist of supplies to buy. For the first game you need a kiddie pool, 30 gallons of filtered water, and 4 dozen goldfish. For the second game you need shaving cream, empty pie crusts, and little plastic army men. For the third game you need eggs, bandanas, and wipes. When you turn in the list to the youth director, he is confused by it and begins to ask you to explain the items. You immediately snap back, “You asked me to plan some games, which I did. If you don’t like it, do it yourself.”
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Scenario 13

You and your friends love those soft-serve yogurt places where you can fill your own cup with many flavors and pile on a dozen toppings. One day three of you go into the store and ask the cashier to taste some of the flavors: peanut butter cup—yum! Sweet potato with marshmallows—yuck! By the time you finally fill your cups, you have been there twenty minutes, sampled at least four flavors each, and snitched a few toppings to “taste.” There’s a chance you won’t even finish what’s in your actual cup. When you go to check out, you notice your friend gets too much change at the cash register. She walks away and doesn’t correct the cashier.
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Scenario 14

Ruthie is squeamish about bugs—spiders in particular. Her youth group is scheduled to go on a retreat in the Blue Ridge Mountains. They are staying in nice bunks; still, she knows there will be a lot of bugs. She’s prepared and packs bug spray, a fly swatter, a sticky bug strip, and ant traps. When the group gets to camp, they are divided and sent to their bunks. Ruthie is so busy trying to manage her overpacked bags, she doesn’t see the giant spider web spun across the door and walks right into it. Ruthie screams; the other girls laugh. Always the hero, the youth group president, Ari, comes over and squashes the spider with a shoe. Splat!
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Scenario 15
Being the youngest of four isn’t easy. Between hand-me-down clothes and never having his own space, Robby is often jealous of his older siblings. Robby’s parents both work, and the family schedule to determine which parent is taking which kid to which activity is complicated. One rainy afternoon, Robby has finished soccer practice (where he has slipped so many times on the field there is even mud in his ear) and is patiently waiting for his mom to pick him up. After 15 minutes, all the other kids have gone, but Robby is still there. After 30 minutes, the coach tries to call both parents. After 45 minutes, Robby is so angry he knows he is going to yell at whoever picks him up and then yell again when he gets home. Why is he always the forgotten one?
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Scenario 16

Sometimes it is easier to do homework when you have someone to study with. It’s more fun to have your friends around and it’s useful to have people who can help. One afternoon three friends agree to go to the library together. Michelle has to do a research report on technology in Israel; Shayna must study for a math test; and Noa must write an essay on heroes. It takes only ten minutes in the library before their giggles get the best of them and everyone is telling them to be quiet.  But Shayna and Michelle just can’t stop laughing at Noa, who claims she’s going to write an essay on how Barbra Streisand is her hero. In between the giggles, Michelle keeps shouting out ideas for better heroes to write about: Oprah Winfrey, Princess Leia, Cinderella. Shayna takes things a little more seriously, interjecting names like Golda Meir, Gilad Shalit, and Natan Sharansky.
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Scenario 17

Allie is known as a klutz. If there is a crack in the sidewalk, she will trip over it. Her friends often joke that she should wear elbow pads and a bike helmet when she walks down the street. One day, on her way to visit her grandmother at the senior home, Allie trips over the curb and twists her ankle so badly she ends up in the emergency room. While she is sitting in the waiting area, she overhears a mother telling the nurse that her son had fallen off his bike. They had bought the bike at a garage sale as a birthday gift and couldn’t afford a bike helmet. Now he needs stitches on his head. This gives Allie an idea: She knows many friends who have outgrown their bike helmets; she will gather them all up and donate them to those in need.
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Scenario 18

Every day on the way to school, Andy’s bus passes the world headquarters of a huge chemical company. One day, a crowd of people has gathered outside the company; many people are holding signs and most are shouting. What is all the ruckus about? The bus turns too quickly for Andy to read the signs, but he’s pretty sure they’re saying “stop the stuffing animals” and “glowing green pants.” These people must be totally nuts. When Andy gets home, he tells his dad about the crazy people chanting on the street. The next morning, Andy’s dad offers to give him a ride to school. As the two approach the chemical company, Andy’s dad pulls over, goes to the trunk, and takes out a sign. Andy sees that it says, “Stop the Testing of Animals” on one side and “No Chemicals! Grow Clean Plants” on the other.
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Scenario 19

Lily’s dad is worried. Lately it seems like Lily is hiding something. She comes home, races to her room, and shuts her door. She spends hours in there. Sometimes when Lily and her dad are watching TV, she’s texting a mile a minute and keeps turning her back so that he can’t see her screen. Last year, Lily was involved in cyber-bullying—teasing a boy in the grade below them. Lily was punished, and her dad thought they were past that. But her secrecy makes him wonder: has she really learned her lesson? One afternoon while Lily is at clown camp, she leaves her phone lying on her desk. Her dad decides to check up on her and reads some of her messages. Lily has been helping her grandmother plan a surprise party for him—complete with square dancing and a mechanical bull. Lily is in charge of getting her dad to the party without his knowing. Ugh, does he feel horrible!
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Scenario 20

You are so excited that you have been asked to sing “The Star-Spangled Banner” at the town Fourth of July celebration. For the last two weeks you have been telling everyone how great a singer you are and that you clearly stood out because the mayor’s planning committee approached you to be the shining star of the day. The morning of the celebration, you rehearse so much your brother is walking around with earmuffs on. When you get to the park, so many people come up to congratulate you on the honor. It means the most when military heroes stop you. As you take the stage, you notice an old man sitting right in front who keeps smiling at you. His dentures are hanging halfway out of his mouth. You are disgusted and distracted—so much so that you miss your musical cue and mess up the beginning of the song.
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Scenario 21
Every time you go to a restaurant and friends order your favorite Israeli dish—hummus—you cringe. You can’t stand that they pronounce it “hum-iss” instead of the Israeli pronunciation, “choo-moose.” One night, after two friends, Jack and Drew, and the waiter all say it wrong, you correct them. “I’ve been to Israel many times. Why is it so hard for people to say it right?” This starts a heated discussion about how people pronounce ethnic foods differently like “Broo-shetta” instead of “Bru-sketa” for that crusty bread with tomatoes on top. The next thing you know, the three of you are really arguing. Jack calls you arrogant. Drew calls you a food snob. You storm out of the restaurant, leaving Jack and Drew staring at the table full of food and at the waiter—who is wondering if the other two are going to pay your bill.
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Scenario 22

You have never met your great-aunt Gertrude from Israel. You hear so many fun stories about her because every year for Hanukkah she sends the ugliest sweaters. All of the cousins gather and remark about how nutty she has always been. You have never worn one of the sweaters and always stash them way back in your closet. This year, Aunt Gertrude is coming over from Israel to celebrate Yom Ha’atzma’ut. She’s even been asked to speak to a group of third-grade religious-school students. Your mom wants you to wear the sweaters out of respect, but it’s Miami and May and 95 degrees. Besides, you don’t want to wear those super ugly sweaters in public.
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Scenario 23
Evan’s best friend, AJ, has the coolest grandmother. “Grandma Sunflower,” as they call her, lives with AJ and his family. She sits on the floor with Evan and AJ, plays music on an old record player, and tells them stories of her travels. She tells them about giant music festivals and war protests. Evan loves Grandma Sunflower’s stories and shares them with his own family. One day, Evan hears his mom saying to his dad, “I don’t think we should let Evan go to AJ’s anymore. That crazy hippie-dippy-trippy Grandma Sunflower might start filling their heads with unrealistic pipe dreams of living out of a van, not having a job, and driving around the country going to concerts and asking people for free food.” Evan is sad and torn:  Should he tell AJ what his mom said? Should he confront his mom? Should he lie to AJ the next time he’s invited over and just say he has other plans?
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Scenario 24

Leslie loves animals, especially cats. She and her family have three of them—Lulu, Mona, and Mikey. She volunteers at the local animal shelter and almost every week asks her parents if she can bring another cat home. Her dad tells her that she’s going to end up an “old cat lady.” So, when Leslie went to Israel for the first time, she was sad and shocked to see hundreds of homeless cats all over. She loved being in Israel, learning all about her heritage, but every time the group got off the bus, she wanted to cry seeing the stray cats. Every day at lunch, she would collect her friends’ leftovers and feed the strays. Her friends often teased her, nicknaming her “cat magnet.” She was determined not to let it get to her.
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Scenario 25
Next week is Purim, and your family always assembles dozens of mishlo’ach manot gift baskets for family and friends. You have spent the last week baking hamantashen, and your mom just got back from the store with bags of nuts and cases of candy. Everyone helps her stack the supplies in the garage; she reminds you and your siblings to tightly close the door. Early the next morning, you hear shrieking from the garage. All of the food bags have been busted into, and there is a huge mess. Everyone starts blaming each other for allowing the dog to get into the food, but the dog is sleeping happily in her doggie bed. If it wasn’t the dog, who (or what) got into all the food? As the finger-pointing and yelling continue out in the garage, you notice a trail of nuts leading to a hole in the side of the garage, and a chipmunk racing between the nut box and the hole. 
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Scenario 26
Ian is your best friend. He attends Temple Tikvah Religious School; you go to a Jewish day school. Since Ian often grumbles about going to classes, you ask him to take you along one day to see what it’s like. On Tuesday afternoon, Ian’s dad drops the two of you off at Temple Tikvah. When you walk in, the education director greets you with a smile and walks you over to meet the rabbi. Rabbi Micah (as the kids call him) excitedly shakes your hand, and during services, he asks you and Ian to lead a reading together. You later head to Ian’s class, where the students are learning the geography of Israel using a giant floor map. Since you’ve been learning about Israel since kindergarten, you offer to help the teacher run some activities. The afternoon is so great that when you get home you ask your dad how you might show your appreciation to Ian, his family, and his synagogue for your experience.
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Scenario 27
Every summer at camp, kids and counselors display their talents at Friday Night Follies. Some sing, some dance, some juggle. You feel jealous because you don’t have a special talent, or the ideas you come up with aren’t appropriate for Shabbat. One spring night your mom suggests that you learn jokes. You spend hours searching the Internet but don’t find any you think the camp director would let you tell. On Sunday, your aunt offers to buy you some candy. (“Don’t tell your parents,” she says, since she knows it’s not allowed at home.) You eye a huge tub of Laffy Taffy and get an idea. If your aunt buys you the entire tub, then each time you eat a piece you can learn two new jokes from the wrappers to tell at Friday Night Follies. Your aunt agrees. The two of you plan how you’ll hide the tub in your room—making sure to throw away all the wrappers at school so your parents don’t see the evidence!
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Scenario 28

Sam lived next door to you when you were little. He was your best friend, and you were so sad when his family moved to Montana. Every time you think back on all the things you did together—flying kites, having peanut-butter-eating contests, telling ghost stories at sleepovers—you get so happy! While you often video chat, it just isn’t the same as spending real time with him playing video games and riding bikes. On the second night of Hanukkah, your mom surprises you with a plane ticket to see Sam during spring break. As you and Sam make plans for your trip, he says something that really confuses you. “Avi, I think when you are here, you should tell people your name is Abe or maybe even Andy. And I think that you should leave your kippah at home. There are no other Jews here, and people don’t know we are Jewish. It’s just not the same as living in Chicago.”
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Scenario 29
In fifth grade, Kobi was jealous of the popular kids with cool clothes and athletic ability. During the summer, Kobi volunteered at the senior home, where he met Marv—an 89-year-old man who used to be a college track star. Kobi shared with Marv how pathetic he felt. The next week, Marv was dressed in a green track suit with purple tennis shoes, a whistle around his neck, and a stopwatch in his hand. Marv had asked his daughter to take him to the store because “he had an athlete to coach.” Marv taught Kobi how to run, work out, eat right, and build muscle. Marv also stole $10 every time his daughter came to visit and passed it off to Kobi  for “extra” chores around the senior home. The week before school began, Kobi asked his older sister to take him to the mall to buy some cool stuff. He was ready to start middle school—new clothes, new body, new attitude.
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Scenario 30
Nathan, Asher, and Elliot have been known as the “Three Musketeers” for the past 10 years. Sarah, Eliana, Abigail, and Hannah have been known as the “Fearsome Foursome” since they were toddlers. Combined, they represent three families who are really close friends. Over the years, the families have been on four vacations together—Florida, DC, Yellowstone, and San Diego. But now the parents are starting to think the kids are too old for these kinds of trips. When the kids overhear their parents talking one night, they devise a plan. They will research a trip—with all the pricing, hotels, tours, and transportation. How can their parents say no after the kids have taken on all this responsibility? In addition to researching historic sites, natural wonders, and amusement parks, they decide to develop a “volunteerism” plan as well. Parents can’t say no to helping those less fortunate, can they?
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Scenario 31
Seven hours into the flight to Israel, David and Joel are bored. Everyone around them appears to be asleep, so they decide to play a game, coming up with words to describe people on the trip that start with the first letters of their names.  Arnie is awesome. Becky is bossy. Danny is dorky. Erin is eloquent. On the third day of the trip, when David asks the tour guide at Ein Gedi a question, he hears a ripple through the group about “Dumb David asking stupid questions.” The next day, in Jerusalem, Joel stops at a toy shop on Ben Yehuda Street to buy gifts for his cousins. He hears two people talking about “Juvenile Joel buying baby toys.” In the room that night, David and Joel are swapping stories and can’t believe how mean people are being to them. When they talk to the madrich about it, he asks them, “Is there something the two of you said or did that might cause the other kids to make fun of your names?”
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Scenario 32
Alexa’s cousins, Tal and Hadassah, are both smart and got into great colleges. Alexa wants to be just like them. She knows she needs to study hard and not waste time going to parties or playing sports; her goal is a great college and then a job earning a lot of money. In gym class, it’s clear Alexa is a rock-star volleyball player, acing every serve, and her coach strongly encourages her to join the team. She declines—she’s totally committed to her schoolwork. One afternoon in the school library, Alexa sees the girls from the volleyball team head toward the gym.  She’s a little jealous that they’re about to play the championship game while she studies. About ten minutes later, she sees some of the girls crying in the hallway; she overhears them say that their star player is hurt and they can’t complete the game. All that work for the season and no way to play the championship game without another player.
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