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About the Book

In preparation for the weekly Sabbath dinner and celebration, a
young girl builds a robot from household junk. The girl and robot
become quick friends, vrooming around the space colony, baking
challah, making matzah ball soup, and getting ready to celebrate
with family. Together, the girl and robot light the Shabbat candles
and sing the blessings. A science fiction Shabbat, told in fun rhyme
with an emphasis on noticing sounds.

An author’s note explaining Shabbat makes this a fun-filled
introduction to this important Jewish ritual.
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Discussion Questions Robot Shabbat

Use these questions to preface and conclude a reading of this book with children. Encourage them to
share their observations as you read the book together, and take time to linger on pages or spreads that
generate more discussion.

Before Reading

« The title of the story is “Robot Shabbat.” What item on the cover reminds you of Shabbat?
- Can you name other Shabbat symbols that might be in the story?

« Do you think this story will be real, make believe, or a combination of both?

« What do you think is going to happen in this story?

After Reading

- What does the child use to build the robot?

« How does the robot help prepare for Shabbat? Have you ever used any of these things?

- Close your eyes and try to imagine the different sounds and smells from the story. What are they?

« Why is Shabbat written Sha-BOT on the last page?

Optional: Extension Activity
Make your own Shabbat robot.

Option 1. Think about what kind of materials it might be made of. Use markers or crayons to draw what your
Shabbat Robot would look like when it is put together.

Option 2. Create your own Shabbat robot using some of the following materials:

pom-poms, pipe cleaners, yarn, beads and colored paper.

Discussion Questions by Debbie Berger

www.applesandhoneypress.com














